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A N 



ANSWER 

T O A N 

. Anonytnom Libel ^ &c. 



|T may have been expect- 
ed, that before now fome 
Anfwer fliould have been 
given to a Paper, enti- 
tulcd, Articles Exhihited 
e^ainjl X.ffr^ Archibald Ha- 
mikon, for ihe Satisfedlion of icveral 
Peribns ©f Honour, into whole Hands 
that Libel (iot fo I think I may call it^ 
has been induftrioufly put, and who may 
not themfetves have had Leiture! and Op- 
portunity te' examine into it. 

A I ^vR 







But as upon dropping that Charge by 
the Proiecuters themfeiyes> I had (as 
the only Method left to juftify my Self) 
prefentcd an Humble Memorial to His 
Majefly, which contained> among other 
Things, the Subftancc of thofe Articles ; 
And as the fame has all this while lain be- 
fore His Majefty for His Confideration in 
Council, upon the following Report of 
the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and 
Plantations, to whom it was referred ; it 
will appear to have been highly improper 
for nje to have pubUih'd any thing in my 
own Vindication, till I knew what that 
Report contained, and what was His Ma- 
jefty s Determination thereupon. 

As that Report has now been confidcr'd 
and approved by His Majefty 's Council, 
ftnd His Majefty has thought fit to Re- 
move all thpfe Perfons I complainM of, 
I think the PubUcation of the Report will 
be fufficicnt for the Juftification of that 
Honourable Board, upon whom this Pub- 
liflher has groundlefly refleded ; and it 
will not be difficult for me to add, what 
may be farther Neceflary to my own. 

His Candor in his Preface, in aflerting. 
My having encouraged Py rat teal Hofi Hit ies^ 
(as if it had been a thing taken for grants, 
cd) whilft the very contrary was deter- 
p]in?d, the Manner pf, and by whom tbaf 
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J^eprefintatioH \^as firft made, rite OrdeM 
thereupon, the Methods taken in the En- 
quiry, the Condud and Charadiers of the 
Enquirers thenlfelves, as well ds the Pro- 
ceedings fmce, and who it is that ii 
fallen now under His Majejlys Difptea- 
fure^ Will fufflciently appear by the Re- 
port. 

So far indeed was the Matter of that 
Charge from being taken for granted, ot 
the Charge it feff grounded upon an/ 
ReprefeHtatioH of the People of Jamaica, 
as he falfly aflerts, that at the very fame 
Time that Information Was given by 
Mr. Page^ the whole Coundl of that 
ifland, and almoft the whole Body of 
Merchants refiding there, if thefcf may 
be allowed to be any part of the People, 
thought fit to exprefs their Thanks to 
me J * the former for the Meafures 1 had 
taken, to do Jtiftice to the Spaniards^ and 
t the latter tor my Care and Encourage* 
ment of their Conuiierde. 

And 2lt the fame Time likewifd, the 
principal Planters and Merchants eoncern^ 
<^ in that Ifland, refiding iti Britain^ did^ 

• Minutes of CouHcily Jiine <>. xiU. d^nex^sfs 
t Addrefs U His Majefy^ frm fki MtnbwU Hd 
MsHisnii of Kiogfton. 

A I hy 
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by tlicir Humble Petition to His Majefly, 
among other Things fet forth, "That 
*'. your Petitioners have reafon to beUeve 
" fuch Complaint was promoted bv Per- 
*' fons who iiave, during his (my/ Go- 
vernment, fliewn qn Oppofition to your 
Maiefty s Authority, inverted in your 
" faid GoVernoifr, under whofe Admini- 
" ftration your Petitioners, and the In- 
. " habitants, have been very eafy and 
** fecure^'. Which I mention with Gra- 
titude to thofe Gentlemen. And I hope 
the Occafion makes any Apology need- 
lefs, for producing Paflages fo much to 
my own Advantage. 

It's therefore plain, that by the People y 
he means thofe Perfons His Majefty has 
now thought fit to remove from liis 
Council in that Ifland, and their Party, 
who having raifed a Sum of Money by 
an unprecedented and unwarrantable Method^ 
lent over Mr. Page in a Clandeftine man- 
ner, to make this Complaint. Nor can it be 
dcny'd, that having effcdlcd their Dcfign 
of removing Me, they have drop*d their 
Pcofecution, as well knowing there was 
no Foundation to fupport k. They had, 
fromtheir own Zeal in the Caufe, and 
not by any Dire(5tion in His Majefty s 
Orders, made themiclves not only my 
Judges, but Profecutors ; and tlicreforc it 

be- 
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bedaifld! iriciifiibent Uffori tlietti id cfiidda- 
vout to bring the Matter to a Hearings 
which neither themfelves or their Agent 
have endeavoured, by any one regular 
Step, or even to vindicate their own Con- 
duct J \^^hilfi: he admits that I my fcif* 
petitioned His Majeftjr to be heard upon 
their Complaint, of which I gave the 
mod publick Notice : And I afterwards 
prefented the followirig Memorial to His 
Majefly, to which he confcfles he was no 
Stranger. 

This Agent knows very wdl, this is 
not the only Complaint he and his Friends 
have drop'd ; they had indeed, from Time 
to Time, prcfeilted feveral Reprefentati- 
ons to the Lords Commiffioncrs of Tradc^ 
againft my Adminiftration, tho' of a very 
different Katuife from the Matter in que- 
ftion. Upon which Occafion I muft ob- 
ferve, in Juftice to my felf, and thofd 
Gentlemen who Ihared in my Difgrace, 
and who had aded with Me in thofe 
Meafures, which are fincc uriderllood to 
have been for His Majefly's Service, and 
the true Intcreft of that Coldny, That 
after dll the induftrious Clamour of that 
t'arty of Men, by which they feem'd to 
have proposed to wciry out the Minifters, 
when We were entirely in their Pox^rer'^ 
and they had all the Opportunity and all 

A 4 the 
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the Encouragement tliey could wifli ; and 
no Body will think they wanted Inclina- 
tion ; they were not able to find the lead 
Matter of Injufticc, Oppreflion, or Hard- 
Ihip, about which all the Noife was be- 
fore made, to lay to any of Our Charge. 
What he infinuates, as to Mr. Bendijh^ 
is explain d upon the Report j but if he 
will ftill pretend, that they are ready to 
go on and make good their Articles, I can 
only add, that I Ihall ftill be as ready to 
anfwer them j and the more PubHck he 
will aflift me in procuring any further 
Examination to be, the more I afliire him 
will I acknowledge my Obligation to 
him. 

He knows it is no extraordinary thing 
for Perfons to be Removed from Places 
of Truft without Hearing j but when he 
reads the Report, I am confident he will 
find no Reafon to complain, that the 
Condudl of his Friends has not been exa- 
mined and confidered. However, Ihould 
any of them think this a Hardfliip, I muft 
entreat them to remember, that they them- 
felvcs thought it no Hardfliip to deprive 
me of my Liberty, not only without hear- 
ing, but at the fame Time denying nie 
a Copy of my Charge. 

His Concern for what he calls the 
IJlanis Misfortune is fomewliat pleafant : 

for 
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for my own part I ftUl , hcarfily wifti itd 
Profperity , on account pf the Confequence 
of it to Britain^ as Widl as for the fake of 
many honeft Gep^emcn there, whole Af- 
fedion and Loyalty has appeared by their. 
Adions to be very fincere, and of which 
His Majefty has been pleafed to exprels 
his Satisfaftion, by thofe Marks of Fa- 
vour and Truft he has now bellowed up- 
on feverai of them ; and who I am per- 
fwaded, will not therefore think the Re- 
moval of a Set of violent and partial 
Men, who had conllantiy oppofcd his 
Government, to be a Mark of His Ma- 
jelly's Difpleafure to the Illand, but a very 
fignal one of his Favour and Regard to 
its Welfare 

His Jullice and Fairnefs has Ihewn him 
worthy of his Employers. In order, to 
give their Charge fome Appearances, they 
found it necelTary to fupprefs feverai Mi- 
nutes of Council, particularly thofe of 
the 9th of Fehruaryj and the 9th of June 
IJ16. which would have clear'd the moll 
material Points in quellion. And after 
they had been * Reprcmanded for fo un- 
jull a Proceeding, (of which he could not 



* By a Letter from tie Lords Commljftoners of Trade ^ 
90 Mr, Hejrwood. 

be 
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\x ignorant) he takeis aS tiCcIe Noticfe of 
chofe Minuets, or any other Publick Pa- 
pers, but calls that a laying the true Statd 
of an Affiiir before the World, which Was 
the Accufacion only. 

Having, as I hope, given a fatisfat^ory 
Anfwer to the malicious Infinuarions con- 
tained in that Preface, and fliew'd how 
the following Report came to be made, t 
ftall leave the Reader to the perufal of 
it; and then proceed to give what further 
Satisfadlion I conceive may be ncceflary, 
in Anfwer to the Article* thehifelves. 
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The MEMORIAL of the Lord 
Archibald Hamiiton, 
late Gmermur of Jamaica, relative 
to his Coadu^ there, ani the Mil' 
hehimom of feverd Members ef the 
Comcil of thai Jflaad, and others, 
referred to the Board of Trade hy 
Mr. Secretary Addilbn'j Letter of 
the ibthof September, 1 7 1 7. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords 
Commiffioners for Trade and 
Plantations. 

My Loris^ 

HAving laid before His Majefty the 
inclos'd Memorial of the Lord 
ArchihaU Hamiltm, late Gover- 
nour of Jamaica, letting forth His De- 
mand of Money advanc'd by him for the 
Subfiilence of the Forces belonging to 
■thac Ifland, and complaining of the Dif- 
afiedlion 
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a^dioti and ill Pradices of fevcral Mefti-^ 
bcrs of the Council of the faid Iflaiid^ 
a$ likcwife of the Deputy Secretary thqfe- 
of : I am commanded to tranfmit the fame 
to your Lordffiips, together with the Copy 
of a Letter firdm the faid Deputy Secre- 
tary to the faid Lord Atchihald Mamilton^ 
and the Extrad of another Letter firom 
iWfr. Bernard to his Lordfhip, that you 
may pleafe to confider thereof, and Re- 
port to His Majefty what you think pro- 
per to be done thereupon^ 1 am, 

My Lordtj 

Tour Lordjhifs 

tnofi Ohedientj and 

mofl Humik Servant j 

H^itebsl, Sept; 26. 

'7^7. I ADDISON- 
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To the K I N G 's Moft 
Excellent Majefty, 

The MEMORIAL of the Urd 

A RCHiBALD Hamilton, late 
Qovemour af Towr MajesttV 
JJlmd of Jamaica, 

Hnmhly Jheweth^ 

i.^ I "^HAT during the whole Admini- 
X ftratiort of the faid Lord Arcbi- 
hid Hamilton there, he endeavoured to 
ad: in all refpei^s agreeable to hiS: Inffaru- 
<9:iQnS| and according to the Duty of his 
Office, m Support of your Majefty s 
Royal Authority, then manifeftly ftruck 
at by a Set of violent and ill defigning 
Men. 

X. That he had the Honour of your 
Majefty s Approbation of his Condud 
from Time to Tinie j when upon the Rc- 
prefentadons h? made, of the Misbeha- 
viour of f^veral pf your Majefty s Coun- 
cil there, who had chiefly diftinguiihed 
thcmfclves in^ Oppofition to your Service, 
your Majefty Wa« pic»fed to ihtw Marks 

of 
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of your Dil]plcafure, by removing them 
from your Council. 

3. Thit your Majefly, by your Royal 
Letter of Privy-Seal, thought fit to re- 
quire fcveral Matters of the Aflembly, in- 
dilpenfably neceflary for the Safety and 
Welfare of that Ifland, and amongft oth6r 
things, recommended to tlKm th^< giving 
the neceflary and ufual Subfiftance to your 
two Independent Companies thetej the 
Difcharging a Debt of a 70a /. 6 s. 3 d. 
Money advanced by the faid Lord Arehi- 
iaUy and the then CounciL on that Ser- 
vice J which Debt the faid Affembly, in 
an undiidful manner, f efufing td difcharge, 
itill remains due and urtfatisfied. 
< 4. That iltho' by one of you^ Mafe-: 
fty s InftruAidns to A* faid Lord Jrchi- 
^iald Hamilton^ comatotticatted by him to 
the Council 4nd AfSimbly of Jamaicd^ 
jiicy were exprefly commanded (in cafe 
jany ground of Complaint againu their 
Governour Ihould at any Time happen) 
to give fach Governfeur a Copy 6£ their 
Charge, to the End his Defence and An- 
fwer thereto might airive here, and be 
both confidcr d together j yet the afbre- 
faid Party in the Aflembly knowing, as 
there wa» no jiift Gaufe for any Accufa- 
jcion, fo if they di^ ch^ge^the Taid Lord 
ArchilaU-Hmi^lton wich any Male-Admi- 

niftra- 
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iliilration^ iH that e(|uii:al>l€ and publkk 
manner prefcrib-d by your M ajcfty s fai4 
Inftn)d:ions^ they could not hope fbi 
Succefs. 

5. That ia otder therefore tp compals 
their evil De/igns, and remove the iaid 
Lord ArcbiSaU' ffamilttm^ from his Go- 
y^mmee^ a large Sum of Money \v^& 
uawarranrably fiibicribed and coiledfced^ 
by the leading Members of the Aflfembly, 
and cemitccd to Great Britain, on ^e-- 
tence of fblhciting here the Affairs of 
that; Iflpttd ^ a. PtQceeding withiout Pre- 
cedent^, aodxdtiua^ to your ^Iaje(^$ 
InDifiwftions^ andthoip of your Reyaf^ 
Predsceflbts; r. • 

- 6. Xhac at the Inftigation* of* the fai4 
Patty, onei B^fge^ Deputy Secretory • 6? 
th^' IQand, a^ ^rfon unqualify'd, and x>F 
mt iU. Chgcaideff^ and whom the faid Lor cP 
Ar^hiiald^ iiiinilt(m had- theiwfdre refuel 
%o admit inca thac Office^ rid lie received^ 
yoUr Ma^elbj^s escprefii Commands for (o*^ 
doing ; deforced: his^O^ice^ and kfr* th6^ 
Iflaad> CQnaary to Law, without the Ei- 
cencc or Privity of youf» M^jefty's- then 
(J0¥finlou^ 

.7. Tharthe feid- /^arriving in- Grf^r? 
Britain J together with' an- oWcure Perforij 
one Arlinj^§My defray-d out of the Sub- 
f^nprioAMoney.a^efaid; made A^da^ 

■■'.■ vits. 
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vits, chiefly rehcarfing: what they had 
heard faid by Perfons, Enemies to Lord 
jdrchihald Hamilton^ touching the Rob- 
beries committed on the Spaniards : in 
Subftance containing, that the faid Lord 
Archihald Hamilton had encouraged Per- 
Ibns to Fifli upon the "Spanijh Wrecks on 
the Coafts of Florida^ and rob tiie Spa- 
niards on the faid Wrecks, and was con- 
cerned therein himfeif. In which Affida- 
vits the faid Perfons now appear to be 
wilfully and corruptly perjured. 

8. That your Majefty was then pleafcd 
to rccal the faid Lord Archiivld HamiltMy 
and appoint Mr. Heyrvoad to fiicceed him 'in 
that Government ; whom the faid Lord 
Archihald Hamilton had fiaine Months be- 
fore, by the unanimous Advice of the 
Council, . removed froril your Majefty s 
Council^ as :lifcewi(e from l)cing Chief 
Jufticc of thac Ifland j the Rcfolution ot^ 
riiat Board' being, that: it was inconii-^ 
ftent with your Miajcftys : Service, for 
the faid Mf. /b^joi^^^dfita. continue any 
longer inthofe- l^lacOs of Truft, in that 
time of Panger and Drfficultyi 

9. That the new Councillors whom 
your Majefty was pleas'd to appoint with 
the faid NewGoyjernour, were thofe whom . 
your Majefty had before, at the Inftance 
of the iaid Lotd Archibald ^Hamltcny 

thought 
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thought fit to difplacc^ and who had cort-* 
tinued their Oppofitiori to yout Service^ 
and others the moft violent Meft iti the 
Aflembly, who had fublcribcd moft large-^ 
ly to the Sum colle<Ji:ed and remitted, as 
aforefaid, who then became the Majq* 
my of your Majefty's Council there* 

10. That your Majefty was pleafed to 
Empower this New Governour and Coun- 
cil, to enquire into the faid Lord Archi-^ 
bald Hamilton s Condudl ; and give them 
a difcretionary Power to feize his Perfon, 
to be fent oVer hither, with proper Evi- 
dence for convidting him, according to 
Law. 

11. That far from complying with 
your Majefty s Inl^rudions relating to 
this Affair, the faid ]f>few Governour and 
Councillors, in the 'Enquiry made by 
tliem, a<9:ed in the moft arbitrary, par- 
tial, and injuftifiable Manner^ denying 
the Lord Archibald Hamilton^ the com- 
mon Right of the meaneft Britijb Sub-* 
je(5t, viz. A Copy of their Charge, or by 
any Means, to give him any Knowledge 
of what they had to alledge againft him j 
thereby greatly abufing the Truft repofed 
in them by your Majefty. The Mea-* 
fures they took, having been with the 
only View, o£ afptrfing the faid Lord 
4rchilald Hamilttnij by fcreenitig nhcf 

B Guilty 
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Guilty againft your Majefty s juft and 
Royal Intention, of making Reflitution 
to the Spaniarrls. 

IX. That thus unheard, ignorant of 
his Charge, did the faid Mr. Heywood and 
New Councillors, late Aflembly-Mcn, . 
feizQ the Perfon of the faid Lord Archi- 
tald HamiltoHi and at a Day's Warning, 
fent him a Prifoner to Great Britain ; 
having granted a very extraordinary, if 
not illegal Warrant for his Commitment ; 
and all this by a Majority of one only^ 
and thofe New Councillors ; the reft pro- 
tefting againft thcit Proceedings. 

13. That the faid Lord Archibald Ha- 
miltoHy fince his Arrival here, has con- 
tinued many Months under Bail, to ap- 
pear and anfwer his Charge ; having, 
in the mean time, made frequent Appli- 
cations to have the faid Accufation 
brought to a Hearing. 

14. That the faid Governour and Coun- 
cillors, confcious of the Injuftice of their 
Proceedings, have entirely drop'd their 
Charge, and have chole rather to dif- 
obey your Majefty's Royal Commands, 
than appear any farther in the Matter, 
or lb much as attempt to fupport their 
Charge. 

. By all which it manifeftly appears, 
tJ)itjt the faid Complaint . was raifed 

through 
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tliroiigh the Malice of the faid Perfons, 
without any juft Foundation, but merely 
with Defigh to pfocure the Recal of the 
Lord Archibald Hamilton. 

• t ■ ... • . 

Wherefore, as he has fuffered fo much, 

and been fo ignominioufly tre^ed 
by the Pcrlbns aforefaid, for main- 
taining with Zeal, your Majefty s 
Royal Authority ; fo having thcful- 
left Confidence in your Majefty s, 
known Juftice and Goodncfs, in Con- 
fideration of his long and faithful 
Services, both by Sea and Land, he 
humbly conceives himfelf cntituled 
to fomc Mark of your Majefty's 
Royal Favour ; and befeechcs your 
Majefty, as well for reftoring his in- 
jured Reputation, as for dilcourag- 
ing fuch evil Practices for the future, 
to remove the faid Councillors, and 
Deputy Secretary, from thofeTrufts; 
the firft having not only, ever fince 
your Majclly's happy Acceflion to, 
the Crown, conftantly oppoled your 
Service, but alfo abufed your Royal 
Authority, weakened your Govern- 
ment there, and difobeyed your 
Royal Orders ; and the other, noto- 
rioufly malvcrfcd in his Office. 

B X MI- 



'g*^- ^ .^ '^'^'^^ ^ 5? ^"^■^ fS- ij- ■$ .^'$' Bj."^ 

MINUTES*/ tie Lirds Conrnif 
fimers for Trade, &c. upm Hear' 
ing the Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
on each Article of his faid Memo- 
rial. Trefent 

ZLori Suffolk. 

Mr. Chetwynd. 

Sr Charles Qxik, 

Mr. Molefeworth. 

Mr. Pultney. 

Mr. Bladen. 

THE Loti ArchilmU Hamiltiiii,lue 
Govemour of Jamaicay actending 
as appointed, he produced to 
their Lordftips feveral Papers, in Proof 
of the Allegations of his Memorial co the 
King, referred to this Board, and men- 
tioned in the Minutes of the 17th of the 
laft Month ; his Lordfliip proceeded to 
his Proo^ in Order, as the refpcdUve 
Paragraplis' ftand Numbered in his Me- 
morial; and begun by obferving, that 
the 



the Differences he liad with the Aflembly 
of Jamaica^ were chiefly upon three 
Points, which his Inftrudtions, and the 
Board of Trade, had recommended to 
him, viz. the pretended Power in tiie Af- 
fembly, of Adjourning themfelves for 
wiiat Time they thought fit, without 
Leave from tlie Goyernour ; their de- 
nying the Council any Right of amend- 
ing Money Bills j and refufing to (nake 
Pfovifion for Subfifting His Majeily'$ 
Forces there, which had been recom- 
mended by His Majcfty. 

1. To prove, that during the whole 
Adminiftration of the faid Lord jirch/ia/J 
HamiltoH tliere, he endeavoured to ad:, 
in all refpecSks, agreeable to his Inftrudi- 
ons, and according to the Duty of his 
Office, in Support of His Majefty's Royal 
Authority, then manifeftly ft ruck at . by 
a Set of violent and ill defigning Men j 
his LordAip referred to Mr. Secretary 
^now Lord) Stanhopes Letter of the z^t\i 
of Feiruarjy 1 714-15'. Which approves the 
fcveral Steps taken by the faid Lord Ar- 
chihald Hamilton^ in Execution of the 
Orders fent him, upon the Death of ,Hcf 
late Majefty ; And to HiS Majefty s Let- 
ter of the 13 th o f May^ 1715^* relating to 
the difcharging of PubHck Pebrs,. and 
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the Subfiftancc of the' two Indepciidcnk 
Companies there; wherein His Majefty 
was pleafcd to cxprcfs His Royai Plea-, 
fure in thefe Terms, viz.. * We exped: you 

* will continue yourbcftEndcavouirs for die 

* Advancement of thefe good Ends, which 

* we hope will reftore that our Ifland to a 

* flourifhing Condition/ His Lordfhip far- 
ther appealed to the Letter whicli this 
Board wrote to Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
the 1 7 th of Fehruaty^ 1715-16. wherein 
it is reprefentcd. That by what appear- 
ed by. the Books in this Office, tlie Lord 
Archihald Hamilton fccmcd exadtly to have 
followed his Inftru£tions. And as to .His 
Majefty's Authority being ftruck at : hf 
violent and dcfigning Men, his Lordfliip 
doubted not, but the fame w^ould fiilly 
appear in his Progrefs' tlirough tlie fol- 
lowing Articles. 

X. To prove the fccond Article. o£di6 
Memorial, where his Lordfliip fays^ he 
had His Majefty s Approbation of his 
Condud:, by the Rempval of fuch Mem- 
bers of the Council, wiiofe Misbehaviour 
and Oppofition to the King s Service, his 
Lordfhip had reprefented, he referred to 
the Report of the 2 yth of ^/ri/, 1715:. 
made by this Board ; whereupon Mr, 
Chaplin and Mr. Blairy who had encou- 
raged the Proceedings of the Aflcmbly, 

rda- 
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relating W their having; the £ble Jtight of 
framing Moiiey-Bilk,^ znd to a Power of 
Adjourning themfelvos at Pleafure, (j^ 
were removdd from His Majefty s Coun-. 
cii in Jamaica. Hiis Lordftiip added, tliac 
he fhould give farilier Inftances of Mr. 
Chatflirt and Blair s Behaviour, in ex^ 
plaining the fubfequent Articles. 

3. To fupport what is aflferted in tho 
third Article, That the Aiflembly had, npt- 
withftanding His Majefty s Recpmmeti* 
dation, refiifed to make afty Provifion for 
the SuMiftahce o^ the two Independent 
Companies 'i die Lord ArchihaU HamilHn 
referred to the Minutes qf the Af^mbly 
of the jjth of Nl?w;ififr, 171 J. and that 
part thereof was--read ; where the afqre* 
laid Mr. Ghaplin reported from a Cdm^ 
mittce of tne faid Af&mbly, that the A(> 
coufit^' of Money disburfed for the Sub« 
(iftance tjf Colonel Handafyds Regimenti 
and the t>Vo Independent Companies^ 
were' of an unprecedented Nature, being 
disburfed wit;hout a Law, pt the piiblick 
Faith given for reihfiburfmg the^ fame ; 
and that the' Committee could not »kd 
Uppn them to determine^ whether the fam^ 
ought to be* paid or not : whereupon the 
A^mbly voted the faid Money* to be no 
puWicfc Defer, witl^in the Conftrucftion of 
His Majeft/s Letter of the 13th oP^^y, 

B 4 171s. 




tyi^ tb^' i^ atppears by a fabfcqucnt 
Letter of His Maj^ftyi bearing Date the 
joth of Aprils 1716. relating to the Pay- 
Itoent of that Money, * that His Majelty 
did look upon it a$ a publick Debt, and 
recommended the fame to be provided 
for as fuch, by his former Letter of the 
1 3th of May^ 1 7 1 5;. The Lord Archibald 
took Notice as a farther Proof of its be- 
ing a pubiick Debt, that Money advance 
by the prefent Governqur for the fame 
Services, was not. only acknowledged as 
ft pubiick Debt, but has fuice. been re** 
imburfed by the Aflembly, with an Al- 
lowance of I X per Cept^ Interefl,. 

4. Uoon the fourth Article nisLord- 
fhip faia, that contrary to his Inilrud:i« 
ons, communicated to the Council, Com- 
plaints had b^n fent againft.hinpi to Eng- 
ia^dy which had never been communis 
C9ted to him in famaicaj as would fully 
appear by Proofs relating to the fubfe- 
auent Articles, and more particularly to 
ihc ixth. 

f. To th^ fifth Article, allcdging, that 
to COinpa& their ill Defigns againft his 
Xordihip, a large Sum of Money was 
unwarrantably fiiblbribed and colleded 
by the leading Men of the Aflembly^ 
and rcmirted ra Great Britain^ on Pre- 
tence of foliciting the A0airs of that 

Iflandj 
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Ifland ; his Lordfhip referred to -the Mi- 
nutes of the AilenjbJy of the aoch and 
zidof Decemler^ 17x5. and thole Parts 
which relate to the laid Subicription were 
read, as likewife tlie Draught pf the 
Subfcription drawn up by Captain Be»' 
nety who on his Lordlhip s Removal, was 
ionllituted of the G)uncil under Mr. /fgr. 
wood. His Lordlhi]^ obferyed, that the 
Aflembly had, during his Government,: 
prepared and feiit to the CouiKil, a Bitt 
to raife Money for ibliciting the publick 
Affairs of the IfUnd in this Kingdom ; 
by which the Aflembly had excluded the 
<jovernour and Council from the very 
Knowledge of what was intended to be 
tranfaifled ; tlie Council made feveral A« 
mendmcnts to the Bill, which the Aflem^ 
Wy rcfufmg to admit of, ort pretence, 
that the Council had no Right to make 
any Alteration to a Money Bill: upon 
wliich tUe BiU was dropd, and a Sub- 
fcription was fet on foot j and his Lord- 
fltip faid, he had been well informed, 
that about i ioq L were raifed iii the Af- 
fembly, befides what was colledted in tlic 
leveral Parifhes, contrary to His Maje- 
lly's Inftrudions. His Lordfhip added, 
that this Method of raifing Money^ was 
at firft prbpofed to the Aflembly in this 
Nature of aa OrdinaocOt and read then; 

twice 



twice as fuch ; and as his Lordftiip Iliad 
i^cafon to believe, was afterwards dfopM 
and put out of the Form of Ordinancei 
only upon feme OWec^ations which his 
Lofdlhip made, as to the Irregularity of 
it. His Lordfliip obferved,"that tho' the 
chief Pretence for raifing of this Money, 
was to folicit the Difpatfch of feverat 
AcSts, he did not know, and he appealed 
to the Board, if any Application had 
been made fmce that Time, for the con-* 
firming any A<ft$ of that Ifland. From 
whence he did ihfer, that the foremen- 
tioned Bill, for folicitine* the publick Af- 
fairs of the Mtind* as well as the Sub- 
Icription, were de^gntd' for private Ends, 
ancl not for the' publick- Service of that 
Ifland. 

6. Tq the fixrii Article alledging, that 
at the Inftigation of a Party, one Pat^f 
Deputy Secretary of Jam(iica^ a Perfpii 
unquahfy'd,of an ill Chara^^ter, and whom^ 
hisLordfllip had therefore refufed to admip 
into that Office, till he received exprcfs 
Commands for fo doing ; deferted his Of^ 
fice, ind left the Ifland, contrary to Law, 
without the Governour's Licence or Privity: 
His Lordfhip produced, and read a Letter 
under Mr./^Ws own Han^, dated on Board 
the Diamond Man of War, the (5th' of 
Manh^ 171 f. whereof a Copy was annex- 
ed 



cd to his Memorij^v ^leffiriiig his I^ordiiliip ar 
fiivourable Opiaioli and Excuic^ for de- 
parting the Ifland without his Lordfliip's 
Leave. My . hm^ iikcwife woduced a 
letter, from MidB^xfiard^ Cnief Joftice, 
and one of the prefent Council oifamiica j 
wherein he fays, -i^ That turning over thef 

* Patent Book one Day, in the Secretary's 

* Office, he Was aftoniflied to fee an Entry 

* of a Ticket from Lord Archibald Hd^ 

* milt on to Samneh Page^ to go off the I-t 

* fland. Wliereupon my Lord obferved^ 
that Mr. Page muA either have forged his 
Lordflvp's Name to aTicket^or contrary tQ 
theXrult repofed in Him, aftd unknown to 
his L^rdflupy have fiUed up with his own 
Namci one of the Blank Tickets, which 
Multiphcity of Bufthcfs obliged his Lord - 
fliip \tQ leave in his Hands, rca^iy figned. 
That Mr, Pagif had, with the Letter ho 
wrote to his Lordihip, after his! lea^ving 
the Ifland, fcnta Geptificajie of Ivg Jndii"^ 
pofition, as an EHcuie for his leaving tho 
Ifland; but tlut ]b^s'Locd(hip ^ could not 
look upon that i as a juft Reafoorfor his 
going off fo abruptly and. wishout: Leave. 
His Lbrdihip farther* «cferrcd tor die 'Mi- 
mite? of tlie Council of ^amaiciy of tJi4 
9th otM^rch^ iyx^'i6y upon this Siibjcd, 
which was read. In relation to Mr. Pagtfi 
not being qualified, lus Lprdfliip alledgcd, 

that 
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that fomc of the Mcfn()ers of the Coun« 
cil were always obliged to take the Mi- 
nutes of what paflcd at that Board, where 
the faid rc(g€ aded as Clerk. And as to 
his ill Charader, his Lord(faip tliought 
the fame would more manifeftly appear 
by the Proof of the following Article of 
his Lordfhip's Memorial. 

'7. The icventh Article alledging, that 
the faid Page^ with one Arlington in Great 
Pritaiuj defrayed out of the Subfcriptipn 
Money aforefaid, made Affidavits, cliiefly 
rchearfmg what they had heard the Lord 
^rchihaU Hamilton % Enemies fay, con- 
cerning the Robberies committed on the 
Spaniar//s; in which Affidavits the faid 
Perfons now appear to be wilfully and 
corruptly perjured. To prove the fame, 
his Lordfliip firfl obferved, that Mr. Page 
in his Affidavit of the lyth of iWixy, 1 7 16 , 
has made Oath, That the Deponent heard 
from Leonard Barton^ a Perfon of a feir 
Character, who was difpatched to the 
Leeward part of Jamakay where this 
Deponent was on the 9th Day of March^ 
that the faid Sfanijh Sloop, with her 
whole Cargo, was condemned in the faid 
Barton % Prefcncc, the 7th Day of March 
laft, ^c. To contradidt which Affidavit, 
his Lordihip produced an original Affida- 
vit of the laid Leonard Barton^ taken be- 
fore 
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fore yix.BernarJ^ Chief Juftice of Jamaica f 
the lyth of Augufiy 1 716. which was read, 
wherein the faid Barton depofech in the 
Words following, viz. And this Deponent 
farther faith, That he neither knoweth 
Dr. Samuel Page^ nor ever had any Commu- 
nication or Dflcourfe with him, rojiiching 
or concerning the Spanijh Sloop, formerly 
called the Kenfington^ taken by Caprain 
Francis Farnandoy &c. Which Alfida\rit of 
Mr. Barton^ his Lordihip took Notice, ^ 
muft iVave been true, and oohfequently 
Pages faifej becaufe the Condemnation 
of the Spanijh Sloop was not till thc:i6th 
Day of Marchy as appears by a Copy of 
the Sentence under the Seal of the Iflatid, 
produced by his Lordfliip j whereas the 
faid Page had been feveral Days at Sea 
before that Time, and yet he pretends to 
have been informed of this Condemna- 
tion by the fsiid Barton fo long before it 
happen d, as the 7th of that Month* His 
Lordfliip farther obferved, that the faid 
Page had depofed in the Words following, 
'viz. To which faid Memorial the faid Don 
Juan could receive no other Anfwer from 
the Governour, than that the Florida 
Shore was part of the King of England^ 
Dominions J and that as the Spaniards 
had feized on fome Englijh Veflels fince 
the Peace, the fai4 Govcrnoqr believed 

the^ 
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the {!3dd Sp(iniarJs were indcbcefl to the 
Englijh more than thofe Spanijh Effects 
would anfwer. To dilprove which Afler- 
tion, his Lordlhip produced and read a 
Minute of Council of the faid Ifland, da- 
ted the 9th oi Pebruafj i/iy. and figned 
by yLt.Page himfelf j by which it appears, 
that feveral Anfwers Were given to Don 
Juan del Valle upon his Memorial, by his 
Lordfliip and the Council of 'Jamaica \ 
who offered it to the Confideration bf the 
faid Don Juan del Valk^ whether the prO- 
fecuting the Officers and Mariners of the 
two Veflels complained of, and the ifluing 
fuch a Proclamation as defired, might not 
deter others, then out, from returning to 
"Jamaicay and be a Means of putting them 
upon fuch delperate Attempts, as might 
be of more pernicious Confequence to the 
Crown of Spain^ &c. Whereupon the 
faid Don Juan del Valle decHned infiftirig 
on any criminal Profecution, left fuch 
Confcqttences happening, as might juftly 
be feared, the Blame thereof might be 
imputed to him. And that the faid Fagf 
had been corruptly perjured, his Lordfhip 
inferred from his having received part of 
the foremention d Subfcription Money, as 
Iiis Lordfliip was credibly informed ; as 
alfo, that upon his Return to 'Jamaica^ he 
had complained of not having received 

enough. 
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enough. The - Lord - Hamiltm farther 
took Notice upon this Artidfej of a Pe- 
tition from feveral MercBrancs of Jamaicoi 
itientioft'd ih the Minut6s of the Council 
of that Iflaiid^ of the 25'th of Jkne^ 1714^ 
which was now read, praying, that ii|poii 
tlie Departure of the Men of War, his 
Lordlhip would take proper Methods for 
the Protedion of the Trade of tire Ifland, 
then in Danger, from Pirates : Where- 
upon his Lordlhip faid, he granted levc^ 
ral Commiflions to Commandets of Vet 
fels, to go in quell of the laid Pirates ; 
giving them proper Inftru(3:ions, and ta- 
king Security for the due Obfervancc 
thereof : Wiiich Commiffions and Inllru- 
iStions, as his Lordfliip affirm'd, were the 
fame that had been formerly given by his 
Predeceflbrs on like Occafions, Copies 
of which he promis'd to tranlinit to the 
Board. That upon Complaint^; againll 
fome of the Commanders of the Veflels, 
he i/Tued a Proclamation for recalling 
them. His Lordlhip like wife obfervec^ 
that Mr. Blair and Mr. Chaplin^ two Per-, 
fons concerned in the Complaint againll: 
him, were Security for fome of the Com- 
manders of thefe Veflfels. 

8. Upon the eighth Article, relating 
to his Lordlhip s removing Vit. Heyxoood 
(now Commander in Chief of Jamaica^ 
- ' from 
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from the Place of Chief Juftioe, and from 
die Council there ; liis Lordihip referred 
.to the Minute of Council of tlie 14th of 
Feiruary^ i7i$'i6. whereby it appeared, 
that his Lordihip, conformable to his In- 
iJxudtions, had not, only the Majority^ 
but the unanimous Advice of the Council 
in that Proceeding. 

9. As to the ninth Article, alledging, 
that Ibme of the new Councillors whom 
the King was pleafcd to appoint with Mn 
Hey wood the New Governour, were fome 
of them the fame Perfons whom His Ma* 
jefty had before thought fit tb difplace, 
and who had continued their Oppofition 
to his Service ; and that others of the 
New Councillors liad been, the moft vio- 
lent Men in the Aflembly, in oppofing 
the fevcral Matters recommended by his 
Majefty s Letters, and had moft largely 
fubfcribed to the Sum remftted, as afore- 
faid i His Lordftiip named Mr. Blair and 
Mr. Chaplin as the former ; and Mr. Rif- 
hy^ Mr. Thomas BeckforJ^ and Mr. Bennct 

as the latter. 

: As to the loth, iith, and izth Arti- 
cles, relating to the Inftrudion fent Mr. 
//irytpW and his. Council, for feizing tlie 
Lord Hamltw% Perfon, and fending him 
Prifoncr to England^ with proper Proofs^ 
in caie they ihauld.find him coiieerned in 

the 
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tiie Piracy laid to his Change, arid t6 tlid 
unjuftifiabie manher in wiiidh tlicy put 
this Inftrudion in execution againfl: thd 
faid Lord Hamilton^ and fcrecning Offen- 
ders ; He averred, that having fent to 
defire a Copy of tlic ^^hoie Charge a- 
gainft hini, and repeated that MefTagei 
he could obtain no Anrwei*, as Mi?. Cock- 
Inrne^ his Lordfliip's Secretary, whom he 
font for fuch Copy, was now ready to 
teftify upon Oath. That even Mr. Brd- 
derick and Mr. Bernard^ tvVo of the Mem* 
bers of that Council, were denied Copies ' 
6f what pafled at that Board ; to pre- 
vent his Lordfliip's knowing the full Sub- 
ftance of his Accufation, Whereby his 
Lordlhip had not the Opportunity of Crofs- 
examining Witrtefles, as afotefaid* That 
the Majority of the faid Council aded 
very partially, in adjourning to the Houfci 
of oncJ of tlie*" Members of that Board* 
of their Party, who was indifpofed; and 
refufmg to adjourn to another Member's 
Houfe on the like Occafiori ; wliereas 
If they had done it in this lad Cafe, the 
Votes fot his Lordfliips Commitment 
had been edually divided. 

HisLordihip being asked whit Steps 
were taken by Colonel Heymoi^ arid tlitf 
Government of ^amaka\ to anfwcr the 
Intent of His Majefty's forcmentioned In- . 

C ilructions^ 



(lrudions> his Lordfhip faid he was un- 
acquainted thfcrewith : th^t he was not 
taken into Cuftody till a few Days before 
he was ftnt away j and that no Caufe of 
Commitment was fpecified in the War- 
rant for that purpofe, which was figncd 
only by an Under-Clerk of the Gouncii.- 
His Lordfliip acknowledged he was in- 
ters fled in the Sloop Benneti but being 
ienfible that the Commander thereof had 
exceeded his Commiflion, and broken his 
Indrudions, by the Seizure he had made 
qY^Span'iJh Goods J his Lordfliip was far 
from intending to reap any Advantage 
fironi fo unlawful a Proceeding. And he 
appealed to tlte Minutes of the Council 
of Jamaica^ of the 9di of j4Atey iyi6, 
for a Proof of his Integrity upon this Oc- 
cafion- His Lordlliip Kkewife farther af- 
firmed, that above a Month before that 
Council was held, and before DonJuanJe 
Valle had made any Complaint againft 
the Ship his Lordibip was concerned in^ 
he had communicated his tntemioh upon 
dus Subje6k to Mr. Bernard and Mr. Br^^ 
Jerkky VNO of the Council, who were of 
Opmion, that hi^ Lordfhip would do wcU 
to temporize with Bendijb^ and receive 
his owp Share 6i the Profit arifing from 
die forefaid Capture from die SfaniarJs^ 
in order to ifix the F^oj;K>rdon of tlie le- 

" vera! 
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\kiii Qwiidrs, atid thereby cd dlfcovc^ 
and fecure as iHaay of die £fled:s as pojf- 
iifale, for the Ufe of the Perforls froi^ 
Whc^m tliie fame had been illegally* cakeju 
And ^ordingly his Loi^dihip did receivf^ 
his Share of the Capture^ and depoiked 
the fame in (he tiands of the Kcovoft 
Marihal, fubjed: td KUs Majefty's Orders, 
Whertf the f^me now lies. 

Upon thii Occafiap hia Ldirdfliip &r# 
1^ obleryed) that lia had the rather cho^ 
(o tondu^ hamfdf in this Tranfadion h^ 
the Advice of the sifdreikid Mr. Bernard 
imd Mr. BroJiricky becaufib they were both 
of them Perfons learned in tlie Law ; the 
firft being Cliief Juftice, tod the latter at 
that time His Majcfty's Airtdrney General 
oi ya9iMic4 I and as diey were perfcdiy 
informed with what Intenciort it was that 
his I>ordfliip did receive his Share of tli^ 
faid Prize. When Mr. Hiym^d and his 
Council were afterwards dcliberaring whe- 
ther they ikduld be juftify d by His Ma-: 
jcfly's lo^ii^ioaSy in during the faid. 
Lord Jf^mtltMS Perfon ; tii^ faid Mr. Ber-^ 
Mardm^yU^Bri^irkk^^^^ df 

rhe Truth €>f the foztmci^tioned Fai^» 
:wi\icb tiiey d^ared, in their Opinion, xci 
be a ixj^iem f^dof tW the iaid hwk 
Hamikw wits a^ xioncer^ed in the Pira* 
i^yj aojkl for diat Reafoa tbfty and twd 

G i other 
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Other Members of the Counicil refuted to 
confeiit to the Qjieftion for his Lordfliip s 
Commitment J which was carry d only 
by one Voice, as may appear by the Mi- 
nutes of Council of the 13 th of Septem- 
ber j 1716. 

As a farther Proof of his Lordfliip s In- 
tention to do Juftice to the Spaniards y he 
referred to the Minutes of the Council of 
the %i{ioi June J 1716. by which it ap- 
peared, how defirous he was that the 
Appeal offered by the Spanijh Agents, 
f:om the Sentence of the Court of Ad- 
miralty, tho' not proper in Point of Form, 
fhouldhave its EfTed:. 

13. As to the thirteenth Article, his 
Lordfliip alledged, that Mr. Heyvoood ha- 
ving, contrary to his Majefty's Inftrudi- 
ons, lent no Evidence to fupport die 
Charge againfl: him, he had, fnice his 
Arrival here, continued many Months 
jmder Bail j and not only petitioned for 
a Hearing, but given pubHck Advertife- 
mencs at the Exchange in London^ that he 
was ready to anfwer whatever any Per- 
fons might have to objedt to himj but 
that no Body, had appeared j and Mr. 
Bcndip?^ who was fent over in order to 
be the cliief Evidence againft his Lord- 
fliip, had declared to fome of the Mini- 
(Icrs, as his Lordfliip had been informed, 

that 
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that he had nothing to iay againfk^ hinv 
And his Lordlhip obferved, that this Mr. 
BenMJh was one of the Perfons concern- 
ed in the Ship that liad committed Pi- 
racy-j and the vifry fame that had brought 
him his Share of the Capture, and who 
by his Lordlhip s Order in Council, had 
given Security to return fuch Part of the 
Spanifb Effe(2:s as had come to his Hands ; 
notwitliftanding which, the faid -Bendtjh 
had obtained from Mr. Hey wood a Noli 
Profeguiy contrary tQ the Intention of His 
Majefly s InflrucSJ^ions, fordifcovering and 
puniihing all Perfons concerned in the Pi- 
racies complained^ of. 
* 14. Upon the fourteenth Article, im- 
porting, that the prefent Mr. Heyxoood 
and Councillors of Jamaica had drop'd 
their Charge on this Subjeiit ; his Lord- 
ihip obferved, that this Board was well 
acquainted what Endeavours were ufed 
to oblige Mr. P/jrg^ and Arlington to ap- 
pear to what they had alledged againfjt 
his Lordlhip ; fo that upon the whole, 
his Lordftiip hoped his Innocence might 
now plainly appear, and that thofe of the 
Council, who had fo notorioufly misbe- 
haved themfelves, might not be continu- 
ed of the Council, nor Mr. Tage in tlie 
Poll of Deputy Secretary. 
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Right fifoii&utiblo 

Mr. Secretary JT) 

IN Obediencifc to His MajcOj'i Cooir 
imatids, CigtiKfd » us by yoar Leo 
tcr <)f the x^th paft, Wb Uawfc takt* 
^ Memorial of tke L&rd AtxhiiaM H^- 
•mittiti kce Ooir«Fnc!>ni: >6f fmtun^i iiAn 
-9iir Gphfideritfti^ j ai«d kis LonUMp l&ai 
laid before Us ievetal Pttw^i cp makt 
iMK; the Truth «f the Alte^attofts therein 
«WitiMrted. " 

His LoixJIMtp's Metliod df pirocoedm^ 
•x&tOy ^Kras to »|^ly hiis £v«kade to the 
rv«ecal ArtJkfe^ ki Osder, ii% thty no* 
^dafld iKimb«t*6d til his; Memoriial :: land a^ 
fe F^o^s wete jjiPftty volniBimsus, We 
.'. ^ve ratW <liittf^ «b tFartfinit to Ydo a 
. :<^y 6f ^i|r ^iin^fte*, «bgedt^ wifli thfe 
r^^feralPapcSrs i*\d ^tXJC^oii lieftici refer- 
, ii^ . to,.' anne^ tte h^ f(|fcn>oiuJl, iita^ 
' Tio ffl<^Qrpbrate tfeem iii the fiadyrf this 

Letter; 4'3^f|*S"^J*^ ^ '^*? 

fecer -alsit tb judge, trhother thej cbj 

not fufficicntly p^ove ^ fbve^ Fa^^s'af- 

. ferted in his Lordniiia's MemoriaL 




You will bcplcafpd to oblervc, tliat 
mpft of thpft Fropfs confift of writc?n 
Evidence, as InfbrvKftions arjd Lcrccrs fronj 
His Majqfty* Letters from tlie Secretary 
of State ^m this Board^ at)d Minutes of 
the Council in ^am^ka ; and arq cpn- 
fccjuentjy of fucp a Nature, as cpuld not 
admit of Cohtradid^ion, if tlic Peri(pns 
compiaiticd of by his Lprdfliip had been 
prefent to make tjicir pwij Defenpe, which 
in thi? Cafe was impraifticable, bec»i(e 
i lere are none of thfeni in tlie Kingdom. 
But indeed, confidering the Nature and 
Cirrumftances of my Lord Archibald Ha- 
iniitVHS Cafe, the Prefumpcions, as well 
as the Prpofs, are very ftropg in lus Fa- 
vour; fiificfe' die profecution againft iiini 
was ettrirdy drop'4> upon his Lptdfliip s 
h<:ing difininfed froni Sis Maje():y's Service, 
tho' Ije did' often folicit to be heard be- 
fore His Maje^y in Council. 

The Orders ffiyeh bv His Majeftjr for 
Tecuring Lord Hamitm^ Perfoij, ieem to 
have been cljiefl^ ^butided upon tiic Af- 
fidavits of Walter 4rU^sJon and Samuel 
fage^ ptcfertt Deputy' Secretary to the 
ifland of ^jm^^M, wjipfe Chara<aer at 
tliat Time w;is ctpt fo well known as it 
hasbeeu fwcc. And Vou will perceive. 
W t^ie Papers annexed, how little regar^ 
m^ faid fage has had to Truth, and now 

C4 far 



£u: his Zeal in that Caufe tranfportcd liim 
beyond the Rules of conunon Juflice- 

You will likewife be plcafed to take 
Notice, how ill an Ufe Mr. fieymod and 
the Council have made, of His Majefty s 
Inftrudipns, for fecuring the Lord Ar- 
chihalis Perfon j wherein, in our Opi^ 
nion, they wqre no wife jufUfiable by 
ihofe Inftrudions, becaufe they .were 
nptdirededby His Majefty 's Orders to 
fend the Lord 4rchfhald Prifoner to Eng- 
lahdy uqlefs upon Examinatio|i (t ihould 
appear to them, that he was concerned 
in the Piracy complained of by the .5^^ 
piards i the contrary whereof ic^nis tq 
Us to b? true. / 

It cannot but be a great Misfortune to 
?iny G^jitleman, to be difinifled the Ser- 
vice of fo. excellent a Prince as. His Ma-r 
jefty ; bi|t 10 be removed in a manner fo 
reflecting upon his Characfler,. muft add 
%o the Mortificatipn ; and we are Jbrry 
^o find the PubUcH has been fo little ad^ 
vantaged by the Change, 

We fhall i)Qt take ^ipon ps to deterr 
mint, hpw far it might be proper for His 
Majefty to comply with the Prayer of 
niy Lprd Archibalds Memorial ; tho' if 
jf it fliould appejir to His Majefty,. that 
Mx.^Heymod^ and the other Perfons com- 
fijainec} of by his Lordtfiip, have been 




guilty of the Fadls by him laid to thcit 
Charge, We cannot but think it W6ul4 
be for his Majefty s Service in the Iflanc^ 
and contribute very much to the better 
fupporting His Majefty 's Government 
(there for the future, that His Majefty 
Ihould fliow fuch Marks of his Difpleay- 
faxt againft tliem, as to His Royal Wlf- 
dofn may feem moft proper. 

But as to Mr. PagCy We tliink it highly 
neceflary for His. Majefty s Seryice, that 
a Perlbn of his Character Ihould be re- 
moved from the Place of Under-Secretary 
tOrth? Ifland of famakay^d &Qm all 
OJffices of TruH whatfoev^r, upd^r His 
Majefty ; fince it will be imp6ft|ble for 
any Governour to dlfcharge. jvs Duty in 
fo efledual a manner, as niiglit iptherwifQ 
be ' expe<3:ed from him, wmlft lie 'fliali 
finjdhimielf in the Power of a Secretary, 
m wham he $:annpt repofc tj)^ leaft Con- 
fid^ncp^ W^ are, SIR^ 

Tour mqfl OieMent^ and 

' "* moft Hnmhle Si^rvantij 

mit^^tf CXa. »4- J. Chetwynd. 

17 W* . • . . ^ j^ Molefworthi 

D. Palteney. . 
Mjtrtin Bladen, 
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Farther G)nfidcred. 




jFTEIt fo black a» A&i 
I ciifacion iiv a National Af- 
fair, and ttpt>n wbich ic 
was my Misfortune, be- 
fore I could titvc an Op^ 
■ B, , — -I portimityofjttftifyingMyt 
feif,co feci Ae hcaviert M'JtirKS of His M^ 
fly's Difpicafurc ; ic triuft' be dwugtit * 
drpng Prefumption -of my Iwftocenec, ti»« 
His jMajefty .jias hccn ^ra^ioufly pleafcd, 
not only 'to admit Me into His Royal Prc- 
, fence, .l>«t.t<j\6»cw.fin|HiIar Marks of his 
; t>^^ep,unt:cnance,_upon aiofe Perfpns, who 
h^ iodtoA ^aaif fiicfcd up^^k AccHfatioii 
^ftgdinft Me. titnl I ffiould indeed have 
Contented My ifclf with this fuft'ification, 
rfHd the eoBfcferafnefs of My own Inte- 
grity, had I not bacti -called upon info 
.*.' ■ ''' piiblick 
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{Niblick aiaanocr^ vo Vindicace My K^r 
piiftataon vo the Worid^ and whidi as madb 
$is may be {archer wanting, I (hall now 
etttlcavour to do^ by comidertng fuch 
Part of the liitidcs a8 the Report wa$ 
not coucenaed ia, and tntplainiiig fiidi 
Part of My Coadu(2 as was not properly 
before the Lbr^ CommifiioxierS) to ju^ 
Itify or cofi4cinn.> 

Ami, Firfit, beciolie it is ftill iafimiattd 
to tiie Wo^, as if the Commi^ns I 

raated v/tm ddfigis^ to ^votir Piracies, 
liaTc thOQgfat it irece^ry to ajwiex tiie 
^ CommidiiMis thetnfelTes^ with ^le Jbf- 
;^rttdioo« I gtfve, and die Secttiky f 
fook; ami ixmft crt^ the Reaider^ Pt- 
tience^ whiift on this and other Hetds^ 
I enlar|[e t Mttk upom wk» the '■ Re^rr 
mentionsi, rather than be more tedio^ M 
{mblifiiing «t icfliKh tiie &ir«rai Repof- 
&Matidtis x>f the wiercbaiits, smf more 
of the maiiy other OrtgitiiKl Papers, ^ 
whidi th«t Rqrport cidfeis, than I coftcei^ 
TO be abfojlwieiy neoe^t* 

it is too nododoiis, that £:o(ni the very 
Time of the Treaty of Suipenfion of 
Arms l)etween Great-britatH and Sfiain^ 
there were ^ontiftfaai Boftiikres coimmt- 
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ted on the Pact of the SubjecSts of S/aiff 
both by Landing on the Ifland of Ja- 
makay and unwarrantably feizing and ta- 
King our * Veflels. Sloops and Barks 
were fitted out from many of their Porti^ 
particularly from the Southern Coaft of 
Cuha J fevcral of which pretended to have 
Commiifions to feize all Veflels within 
flich Latitudes, as took, in Jamaica^ zad 
all its Trade: A Piece of Eight, or &pa- 
nifi> Piftol, which is the current Coin of 
all our own Colonies^ found Ion Board 
any Englijh Veflel, wis -ctfiled Counter- 
i>and Goods, and a fufficient Caufe of 
Seizure : and where Refiftance was made, 
fwne barbarous Murders jwcre committed 
The Seas iwere become.. moflre dangerous 
than in Time of War; fc veral Applica- 
t;i¥>ns. W(5f!et;made to the Spanifh Cover- 
np\/acm witbLOufe Effed ; .>nd our Merchants 
3«;ere bid to - go. : to MadrU for Redrefs. 
In ibort, all .our Traders in general de- 
clared, it was no longer pradicable for 
them to continue tlieir Commerce of any 
kind, unlefs they might have Commiffi- 



* A Lili of the 'wbole amounttng to about ^o (-whereof 
lifTxiafds «/ 30 toere taken before any of the Commif" 
fions tvere granted) has been fent over (in ce my Re* 
mova/y and laid before His Majepy by the Merchants^ 

'S^itb their feveral Proofs. 

ons 



r 45 ) 

dns granted them, to defend tlicmfelvcs 
againft Pirates. 

Nor were thefe Declarations in Words 
only J bcfides the Petition of the Mer-- 
chants of the 25 th of Jtine^ 1714* men- 
tioned in the Report; the Aflembly of 
Jamaica^ upon the 18th o^ December^ijt^. 
voted as follows ; " That fince the Peace, 
" We had Reafon to believe Our Trade 
*Vmore Secure, but find the contraty ; 
*' many of our Veflels having been ta- 
** ken unJbr Pretence of Commiflions 
*' from the Akaldez oiTrinidadoy under 
" the Government of the Havana. 
. And by this Time the Merchants in 
Great Britain were become fo fenfible of 
this, and fo much alarm'd from the Ac-» 
counts of their Correfpondents, that in 
or about the r^- Month oi January^ 
1 715^-6. they prelented a Reprefentation 
to His Majefty, fetting forth, " That the 
** Britijh Navigation in the American Seas, 
" fmcc the lall Peace, hath been in an 
" unufual manner greatly interrupted by 
" Veflels chiefly mann'd by French^ (as 
** they were informed) under 5-p^;fi/5& Com- 
*' miflions, who had taken diverfe Ships 
" belonging to His Majefty s Subjedls, 
" and made Prize of them under the 
" moft frivolous Pretences, as appeared 
" by a Paper annex d : and if fome flop 
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f Was not ioon put to thi$ growing Evit* 
the Br iti/h Navigation in Amerna wou'ij 
in a ftjort Time, be ruined j and pray 
^.^ fucb Relief therein, as fill* Majcfty 
^' iball think fit**' This R^prefcmatioA 
was delivered to the Secret jwy of Suto 
t>y an eminent Merchant^ who was in- 
d«ced fbcn after (by what kind of Argu^ 
Hients I will not :&y) to countenance^ 
in a very extraordinary manner, tl>e Com- 
plaint againft Me The eonfiftency of 
which Proceeding, I nluft leave him to 
explain, and tq lliew how die Commifli^ 
ons 1 granted, came to appear to lum 
tooce likely to encotirage than to but a 
Sta/ to the growiifg Mvil^ he Ijttunfejt had 
complained of 

And by another Memorial in the Month 
pf I J 16. th^;|S^chants again 

fet forth, ** The Appfehenfions they 
" were under, from piratical Practices ui 
*' thofe Parts, and the want of 3hip5 
^* of War there ; and huttbly pray, lijch 
^f a Naval Sofength may be ojsder'd for 
?* the Pcote<aion of the Ifland, a.s fljould 
** be thought neceflaf y to fecure it fronl 
•f the Dangocs it lay exposed to." And 
thcfie w:ere ftill others of the liM Natttre, 
ftoni Time to Time, wlrich.for brevity 

fake, i omit< 

".•.•. ■ ........ 
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i dt> not fayv tli:^r any of the SfMifii 
QoYernourS juflified chc^ Proceedit^Si 
On: the contrary^ it was credibly report:^ 
ed, Two of their own Veflel% who had 
done the moft Mifthief^ were at length 
l^rmrlaimed Pirates by the SfaniarAs dientit 
letves, both upon QthA and HjffiauUIa. 

^7or will I deny^ but there were like^ 
wife (bme feW' unju&ifiable A£ts^ and ontf 
notorlQus Aobbery committed on the 
Marquis of tTaUares^ by our People^ be^- 
fbre thofe Commiflions were gratited4 
But I appeal to my Correfpondence with 
the Minmers^ during tlie whole Courfe 
of my Government, if I did not give 
them tiie moft particular Accounts of aU 
thofe Tranfa<^ons ; ami ibhcitc Repara« 
tton to be made to the Sfumidrdsy^q^zVif 
as totheKingVSub^Jddh. And I have not 
only had the Honour of tlieir Letters, 
wiridi acknowledge it ; but even from the 
French and Sfaniardi thcmfelvcs^ tlie 
no& authencick Proofs of my having 
endeavoured to do them Jufbce ; and i« 
fome Cafes, of my having elfedjually 
done it. 

At the Time' I was prefled moft fbr 
thcik Commiflidnsii We md only one Man 
^d^War, a^id one Sloop left on the jb- 
mnica Station, both foul, and in that 
^efped unfit to go a&er xb£i& ligfa{ 
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himhlt Veflfels which infeftcd Us ; ind 
even luch as they were, the Command^ 
«rs had given me Notice, that they had 
received Orders to return to Britahi^ as 
£>on as their Provifions were reduced^ 
which was vety near. Nor had I any 
Notice that they were to be reheved by 
•any other Ships, as in FaA it afterwards 
liappen d they were not j but the Ifland 
was left far fcverai Months without any 
Man, of War for its guard. 
. Thefe were our Circumftances when 
that unnatural Rebellion broke out, which 
it was reafonable to fuppofe, employed 
xhc whole Thoughts and Attention of 
the Minifters. And We could have little 
Expectation of Ships fufficient to protect 
Us, or a due Notice taken of our Affairs^ 
till that was quelled, on which our All 
depended. 

I thought it my Duty in the mean 
Time, to provide the beft I could for the 
Safety of Trade and Commerce in thole 
Parts J Precedents were brought Me of 
the like Commiflions having been granted 
by Sir William Beefion^ and others, My 
Predeceflbfs. The Apphcation was gene- 
ralj and made even hy fomc (if the very 
PerfoHSy who have fince been my Judges 
and Profecut§rs. I took Advice of 3» 
mof): able in the Law, aod the moil pro^ 

per 
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per to be advifed by of the Legality oi 
them. And I knew in Nature, no other 
Expedient to' help, or fatisfy the Uneafi- 
nefs of all People univerfally under My 
Governmeilt j nor could I poffibly fore- 
fee any Incpnveniencies that could natu- 
rally arife from them. 

I own, there was a Report of the Spa- 
nifl) Flota being loft, before the ConimiC- 
fions were made out, but not before fome 
of them were ordered. And all We knew 
of the Flota at that Time, was very un- 
certain j it was generally faid they weref 
funk, fome on the Florida Coaft, and o- 
thers on the ^abamah Shoals, and that 
the Men were all drown d. And quickly 
after. We had Intelligence from feveral 
Parts of the Indies^ that Veflels were fit- 
tine out to go in fearch of the Wrecks ; 
and fevei?al went from Jamaica^ who had 
no Commiffions ; which was not in my 
Power to hinder, but by a general Em- 
bargo. 

The Queftioit therefore with me. With 
Refpe^t to the Commiffions, was, Whe- 
ther this Co-incidency of the Spanijh 
Wrecks ought reafonably to flop my In- 
tention in granting them^ Every one 
knows, Commiffions from the Crown have 
been formerly granted exprefly for that 
purpofe.: And later Inftanccs have Ihewn, 

D that 
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that th^e were looked upon of the fame 
Nature with ether \Frecks. But I confefs, 
it did not in the leafl: enter into my 
^Thoughts then, that the permitting, or 
even encouraging the going in qucft of 
Wrecks in all Circumftances, muft imply 
an Intention to encourage Robberies and 
Piracies ; much lefe did I conceive it pbffi- 
ble to make thefe Commiflions and In- 
flrudions (for the Performance of which 
1 took good Security, in the Penalty of 
1 500 /. from each Commander, and which 
9re as exprefs as Words can make them 
to hinder and reftrain thole Commanders 
from any Ads of Hoftility whatever a* 
eainft any of His Majefty's Allies) an 
Argument and Encouragement for com- 
mitting thofe HofliUties. 

I have been the fuller upon thefe Com- 
miflions, in order to ihew that there was 
a real Occafion for them, and that the 
Defign of them had no relation to the 
Spanijh Wrecks. But I infift upon it, that 
even upon that fuppofition, it was more 
advifeable to grant them than not : And 
if the Securities given were not ftrong 
enough to hold fome Men from commit* 
ting Robberies, it is ridiculous to imagine 
they would have been more reflrained by 
having given none. 



I ($dtfi^ ftow XQ the Amdtp th^dviSi 

in ciK CQufuiQrafign of Vf hich J will only 
dofire fp njuch C9#kd<WF from 9V?J?y Geijr- 

tl«f»»fl win? fh$-U gm hipifelf cb« Trou- 
ble to pemfe tfiern^ as to U^ye r#g«i-d to 
tKe appareot Viev<^ 9n4 tnteiuion in every 
yU^gi pf MilKe I that *s it h»s been ia- 
Hnuated tlic /S//*/;^ Mpncy was my 
T9fl>pt*tip«, aiM d>at without Come lib' 
perfift of My 0vray J co«W not be fup- 
pofed to ^fmur»Q9 Hoikiiiti^H fpr dui 
Crime fals^ ; if it ihsU app«dr, that iti 
every trance wherein I had any Con- 
cern, I was abovf thofe Xemptatioa«, and 
did what t &yiild tp have JEUdiimoa and 
Sati^fa^itipfi fi9i>ik» I hofs in Cafes 
wherein 1 hiiid no I^tereft, and % tiling 
Bribery is not any where pretended, I 
ihall not readily be jchought to have icon^ 
federated with tny very JEnemies, to com>* 
mit Piracies. Of this kind is die Sub.- 
ikwce of the fii^ Aiticle, which did noi: 
£41 lender the Confideration pf the Lords 
Commiflloners for Tride and Plantations. 
U chgrges in genwal, " My having 
** counfel'd and adviied, not only the 
** going to the Wrecks, but if jftrongeT 
** dian the SpmiarJs^ the beadng them 
*' oiT, and tajcing their MoiCiey i£coni dietn. 
Which is atyenapted to be proved by one 
Inftance only, aind di«t by the Amdavic 
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©f the guilty Party himfelf ; the Merit of 
which was, to prevent a Profecution a- 
gainft him and his Securities* For this 
very Jonathan Barnet^ who commanded 
the Snow'Tyger^ upon whofe Affidavit this 
Article is entirely framed, was the firft 
who committed HoftiHties upon the Cuba 
Shore, in Breach of his Inftru(3:ions ; and 
occafioned the firft Complaint, which I 
received by Don Juan Del f^alleCy from 
the Governour of the Havana. 

And here the Reader may take Notice 
of another Inftance of Mr. Pages regard 
to Truth ; he was Clerk of the Council 
when Don Juans firft Memorial, and the 
Governour of the Havands Letter, com- 
plaining of this Snow^ was read ; and yet 
when he run away for Great Britain^ and 
carried the Lift of the commiffion d Vef- 
iels with him, this and one other Vef- 
fel belonging to his particular Friends, 
were the only he certified to have been 
innoxious in the Account he gave the 
Minifters. But to return. 

If my denial of thefe Words, alledg'd 
to have been fpoken by me, and my op- 
pofite Condudt in every other Inftance, 
ihall not be thought fufficient to clear mc 
of this Imputation, I will only obferve 
a few Things, and leave it to the World 
to believe Mr. Barnet or Me» 

In 
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In the firft place, it is not fb much as 
pretended I had any Concern or Intereft 
in Barnets Veflel ; he was a Creature of 
the Fa(5fcion that oppofed Me, and em- 
ploy'd by them. 

In the fame Affidavit he himfelf fwears, 
that I told him, " I could give him no 
" Commiflion that would do him any 
" Service on the Wrecks, or any other 
" than to defend him againft Pirates. 
And it is to be prefumed, he read and 
confider'd his Inftrudtions, which put 
him under the Penalty of 1 5'oo /. if he 
did, what he iays, I adviftd him to do. 

Befides, GaUys and Barnet's Depofiti- 
ons, which fliould relate one and the fame 
Difcourfe, are very inconfiftent in many, 
and do not agree ia one Particular of 
Moment. 

But fo intent was S^^r/f^/ to purchafe 
his oWn Peace at any Rate, that it ap- 
pears plainly, he little confidered what he 
fwore : He fwears, he came to my Se- 
cretary for the Commiflion in December. 
Now it happens unluckily, that the Com- 
miflion was fealed, and he gave Security 
the X4th of November ^ and he went to 
Sea before December. If his Memory 
could fail him in one particular, his Fears 
or his Intereft might occafion the like 
concerning an ExpreflTion in Difcourfe, 
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and which Mn GaUy^ lus Owner and %Se- 
curity^ being prefenc^ did hot hear« 

The ftcond Article of the Charge, re- 
lates to the Sloops Edgle and Barjheiay 
and to Don Juans two Memorials. Let 
any Petfbn bite read the "^ Minutes of 
Council of the 9th of pehruaiy^ men* 
tion*d in the Report, and hereunto an« 
nexed, and he will be fatisfied it was not 
pofTible, without the greatefl Partiality and 
Wilful Blindnefs, to frame this Article, 
But flotwithflanding this Minute was 
before them, and Mr. Htywoad himfelf 
had been preleiic, and concurring in what 
Was then ^otit^ they were refolved not 
jte corttradidt their Evidence faj^ ; but 
to afltrc more roundly^ that the laid De- 
^ty had had no Anfwer to his firft Me- 
hiorial : and then refer to Don f nam's 
fecond Memorial,for proof of this Aflcrti- 
on, which flatly contradicts it^ and ao 
knowledges be had received an Anfwer. 

It may be laid notwithfl'anding. that 
that Anfwer appears by the feco^ Me- 
morial not to have bieen fatisfadlory ^ 
the Goitipiaints being there renewed with 
greater Aggravations tlian before. To 
fhe fetti'ng which Matter in a true Light, 
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it muft be obferved, that the Circunj^ 
fiances of Things were not fo vifibly 
changed, as thgt Don Juan h^d alter'd hi^ 
own Opinion and his own Meafures. For 
whereas we had before concerted toge* 
ther in the friendlieft manner, iiow befl; 
to fecure the Money, which was his Coiu 
cern to look after, and which I gave him 
repeated Adiirances that I intended to 
tncGt J he began now to hften to the In- 
finuations of thofe who oppofcd His Ma- 
jefty s Government, and was by degree^ 
effcdtually wrought upon by them, ancj 
as I have reafon to believe, by one Qtti^ 
tleman in particular, (^whofc Acquaintance 
with die Spanijh Lafltguage and Nation, 
gave him the greateft Opportunity) not; 
only to throw off that neceflary Confi- 
dence, which was begun on my Side with 
the greateft Mark of Refped I was ca- 
pable of fhewing him ; by admitting him to 
be prefent in Council, to affift in confult- 
ing the moft proper Meafures fat his owq 
Satisfadipn, and which ought to havQ 
been continued between Us ; but to ad^ 
now rather as a Party-Man among Us, 
than a Perfon who thought himfelf vefted 
with anv Publick Chzt^€ttt. 

The $tiie of his fecppd Memorial-, and 
fome very unbecoming Expreflions in it, 
altogether &lfe in Facfl, as well as his 
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aHbciating himfelf entirely with one Sec 
of Men, and giving his own Certificate, 
which I have how by me, to permit the 
SnoW'Tygerj belonging to Mr. GaUy^ and 
others of that Party, (which Avas the 
firft Veflel complained of, as has been be- 
fore obfcrved) to go to Sea again, at the: 
fame Time that he complains of the like 
Permiffion, with refpedl to other Veflels,^ 
are undeniable Proofs of this pew Con- 
dud: of his, and of the little Qccafion he 
himfelf really thought there was for his; 
Complaint, " of my permitting the very 

guilty Perfons in the fame Veflels, tq 

proceed again to Sea. 

Every Body knew that the Eagle went 
put again after a Pirate, which had juft 
before taken one of our trading Veflcls, 
richly laden, to Windward of pur Ifland, 
which he may call in his Memorial, Jle- 
^eating the fame Crimes^ but was indeed 
a fignal Service to His Majefty and the 
Ifland of Jamaica^ and an inftance of the 
Ufcfulnefs and indeed Neceffity pf the 
Commiffions I graptcd: For the Sloop 
that was taken by the Eagle^ and whicht 
that Memorial feems to complain of, was 
one of the Pirate's Prizes, and ss fuch 
was condemn d> tho' the Prifoners, who 
were Pirates, taken in her, could not be 
fry '4 in the fam? Courts of A^miralty^ 
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which is his pwa Miftakc, but were kept 
to be try d in a Legal and regular Way, and 
had not been long in Prifon when that 
Memorial was prcfented : So that I might 
Vrith Juftice return him his Compliment, 
for the unwilUngnefs he fliew'd to let 
the Eagle go to Sea on fuch an Account, 
and for his Concern for thofe Pirates, as 
well as his other Anfwers to pur Com- 
plaints. All which fayour'd but little^of 
^ny Inclinatioa in himfelf, to have that 
Juuice done in Ours, which he required 
in his own Cafe. 

As to the Barjhelds faihng again with 
the fame Commiflion, and my permitting 
it by a frefli Let-Pafs, which is proved 
by another Affidavit of Mr. Page^ aftec 
I had left Jamaica : I can only fay, I 
do not remember the figning that Let- 
Pafs J hsxt conceive what has been plainly 
made appear concerning Mr. Pages Vera- 
city and Fidelity, in the Difcharge of his 
Omcty may give juft reafon to fufpedl he 
did, with relped to this Let-Pafs, as by 
jhis own Ticket, fet forth in the Report, 
flowever, I would not load even Mr. Page 
^vith any thing, of which I am not very 
pertain. It may be poffible I did know- 
ingly fign fuch Let-Pafs ; if I did, it Was} 
in the ufual Form, and Mr. Page muft 
jiayf Counter'rign!d it, and certified tha^ 
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Security was given in his Ofltcc, as the 
Law diredled. Nor can I yet perceive^ 
in what the Crime, or the Imprudence 
herein is made to confift, or of what ufe 
Mr. Cavaliers Affidavit is, to fix any fuch 
Charge upon me. 

I believe I did fend to Captain Jennings^ 
who commanded the Barjhela^ for ms 
Commiilion, as is there fworn ; and that 
it was upon Mr. Cavaliers own Applica- 
tion, who was one of his Owners and 
Securities j and I required the fame from 
every other Commander, where the like 
Application was made : and fome of them 
were delivered to me, tho* with great \]ti^ 
willingncfs; the Commanders ajledging^ 
that their Commiffions were ncceflary for 
their ownjuftification, in their legal A€ts. 
In the Cafe of the Barfheha^ I a^ed ia 
tlie fame manner as the reft ; I fent my 
Orders to the Owners and Securities, 
whofe Concern I thought it to be j and 
fot what Reafon, or by what Accident 
that Commiflion was not delivered up, I 
am not now able more particularly to fay^ 
nor did I indeed then tliink it to be a Mat- 
ter of fo much Confequcnce as it has been 
fince reprefented ; for I confefs, I wa^ 
then of Opinion (and I conceive I may 
ilill be of that Opinion, without being 
Crj/ninal, tho' I fbould be miftakfcn) that 
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it was 'more adviieabie at that Time to 
take Security for the Behaviour of every 
Veflei (which was the EfFed of the Com- 
fniflfonsj than not. And it muft iikewife 
be obferv'd^ that this Vedei failed again 
fome Time before Den Juani fecond Me- 
morial, and in Confeauence of the Mea- 
fures agreed upon witn himlelf upon his 
fifft { becaufe (he could not beftopd but by 
a Profecution, and a Profecution was then 
declined^ and indeed could not be without 
ibme Information upon Oath^ which was 
never o^red. She fail'd again (at lead, 
as was pretended) upon a Trading Voy- 
•ge^ which had I taken upon my lelf, by 
my own Auth^^ty, without any legal 
Pliceeding to have hindted, it is very 
obvious what a Glamour wou'd have been 
tais'd upon it. 

Befides, DonfuM knew very well him- 
lelf dwit Captain Jennings was a Pcrfon 
of Subftance, who had about 400 /. pet 
4nnum of his own in Jamaica : And it 
was not therefore natural to fufpctiJl he 
had any Piratical Defign, or would en- 
gage in any fuch. And that the Perfons 
III Vfhoft Hands the greaceft part of the 
Money faid to be taken from the Wrecks 
by the Sloops E^ie and Barjhtba was 
lodg'd, were fufliciently refponfible : that 
\X was iiot a Mletter endeavoui'd t^ V^^ 



( 60 ) 

conceard, the Parties themfclves acknow- 
ledging the Receipt of the Money, and 
declaring they kept it not as their own, 
but expedling it, if Proof was made of 
what was then only reported, to reftorc 
it. And in that refpedt, imriiediatc Pro- 
fecutions were the lefs neceflary or ad* 
vileable, which had been Don fuans awn 
Opinion j and if he had alter'd that Opi- 
nion, as he profefles to have done by his 
fecond Memorial, he had no Body to 
blame but himfelf, in npt commencing 
thofe Profecutions, which he was told 
from tiie beginning he had liberty to do, 
and which the going out of thofe Sloops 
did no ways hinder, with refped: to the 
Money which was left a-Shoar. So that 
thefe were odious Infmuations, without 
Foundation ; and made ufe of only in that 
Memorial, to gratify other People s Ma- 
lice, and ferve Defigns which were then 
hatching, and which afterwards fucceedcd, 
to my Misfortune. 

As to the Ads of Cruelty he mentions, 
I know not the Truth of the Fads ; but 
if true, or if Piracies or Robberies were 
afterwards committed, it was not in my 
Power to prevent them. And I hope, I 
am not to be anfwerablc for other Men's 
Villanies. As foon as conveniently could 
be done, after the Receipt of the fecond 
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Memorial, which was the firft Intimation 
I had of any luch Actions as are therein 
£et forth, I publiihed * two Proclamati- 
ons, which I haive ann^x d in the Appen- 
dix, and which I hope, will be allowed 
by every Body, except Mr. Hey woo J and 
his five Councillors, to have been fome 
Anfwer to that Memorial. 

As to his general Infinuations, that 
there was nothing on the one hand, but 
Depredations, Plunderings, Robberies, and 
Piracies daily committed, I fuppofe he 
means on our Side ; I can only fay, he was 
not fo ignorant as he pretended, for I had 
taken care to inform him of many more 
Depredations, Plunderings and Robberies 
committed by t\\^ Spaniards upon us, than 
even he himfelf complained of, as done 
on our Side. And I defired he would 
Remonftrate the fame likewife to the Go- 
Ycrnour of the Havana^ and requeft him 
to forward it to the Court of Spain ; But 
he told me again and again^ that he had no- 
thing to do with it; and that our People 
mufi go to Madrid them/elves. 

What is therein referred to the Memo- 
rial of Don Manuel de Arremhuray concerns 
the Kenfington Sloop, taken by the Bennett 
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which (hall be anfv^^i'cd iA it$ pv0p&t 
place ; and tlieti^ 1 hope, I ihall ha va gir 
yen Sati$£idion a$ to this kcond M9* 
moriai of Z)w jFi^f*, * who, if I am right- 
ly informed, ha^ beeo ac length convinc'd 
himfclf, that thoiie who prevailed with 
him to preicnt it, ainl eruer into theii? 
Meafures, have done hioi no ocl^r $er<- 
vice, than putting a flop to the Proceed- 
ings upon the A^)eaL, which t had ai^ 
low'd, in order to the Reveriai of a Seo^ 
tence, which kept die Spaniards out oi 
the greateft part of dieir Demands* 

It is worth obferving, that a good deal 
of Strcfs is laid here in the fecond Am* 
clc, upon My not receiving what is c^]r 
ltd there My Share of the Money browghf: 
in by the Sloops Eagle and Barfheha t 
And two Affidavits are produced to prove^ 
tliat I told the DeponeiK:s, " / would h^i^ 
" nothing ft? do with it^ fpr that I had 
" heard it was taken from theShwr. Which 
I tliink was the facae a$ to Cay, J w^iUd 



* Paragraffb of s Letitf from m Merchant of jz» 
jnaic;t, dated Odixi^ lo. lytH. ^' Tbt Agcfirs are fp-^ 
*^ ing, and doQ^r ftick to fay, ijiat'fince Lord Hsmijtoi^ 
** is rcmorcd, aod the Party fittisificd, nothing is mind- 
*^ cd but to cover the Pirates 5 fo many of their Friends 

■being concerned in Jennings^ and fobbing ttc SlQOp 

ill Port-Royal Harbour* 

have 
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have nothing to do with Money unlaw- 
fiUly taken. And yet it feems, the refii- 
fal of it was culpable with Mr. Hey wood 
and his five Councillors, whilft their 
whole Charge in the 3d, 4dij and yth Ar- 
ticles, relating to the Bennet Sloop, is 
founded upon My having received a Sum 
of Money, not to My own Ufe ( tho' 
there was a colourable Pretence for it in 
this Cafe, by the Sentence of a Court of 
Admiralty,) but with a plain and declared 
Intention, of fecuring it until the Pro- 
perty ihould be legilly determined. 

But with fuch Enquirers, even Con- 
traries were to be reconciled, and doing 
and not doing, without any regard to 
the Intention, was to be alike Criminal 
in Me; the receiving Money however, 
was thought the mofte plauftbly lb of the 
two, and therefore that Matter was to be 
the more labour'd ; Threats and Perfwai- 
iions were both made ufe of to d>tain the 
Affidavits now publifhed : and yet after 
all, when the whole of that Affair is con- 
iidered together, what n there in thofe 
Affidavits, that materially affcdts me ? 
Whoever will perufe firft My own Secre- 
tary's Letter, produced by them as Evi- 
dence againft Me, and My particular 
Dire<9:ion therein to Fernando^ (who com- 
manded 
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inahded the Sloop Bennct^ * ^* to ulc 
** his utmoft Care and Diligence, that no 
** Embezzlements be made of any part of 
the Cargo, or any Dividend made a- 
mong his Men, that legal Proceedings 
may be had thereupon ; the contrary 
of which ( I told him ) would prove 
*^ to the utter Ruine of himfelf and Fa- 
*' mily ; and compare it with My fub- 
fequent Condudi, fet forth in the Report, 
That I firft declared My Intention of 
getting the Money into My Hands, in 
order to its being fecured, as aforefaid : 
And confider how neceflary it became to 
temporize with Mr. Bendijh^ who was 
the Party who had all the Money in his 
Hands, in order to compafs My Defign. 
That inftead of giving Orders to JireH 
Fernando not to come in^ as he fwears, I 
did, by my Letter of the 24th of 4/^, 
when I found fair Means and Perfuaupns 
-were not likely to prevail, propofe to 
Meffieurs Morris and Pratter^ Fai^ors for 
the South-Sea Company, to fit out their 
Brigantine, in order to bring him in by 
Force. The which Letter being an un- 
anfwerable Proof of the Sincerity of my 
Intention in this Matter, both with re- 
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iped to the Service 6f tiie Spaniards^ aild 
6f the South-Sea Company, I havcf an-» 
nex'd it hereunto, with the Anfwer I ref- 
ceived *. And that afterwards, when t 
had ^ot p4rt of the Money, I did on the 
9th of jF/rn^, 1716. f in purfuance of 
fuch Declaration and Intention, make a 
pcpofite of that Money^ and acquainr 
the Council with My whole Proceeding 
thereih. And did likewife then ekamine 
Mr. Bendijhj and the feveral other Per- 
fons concern'd, and require them, to de-^ 
pofite their Money, or give Security ; and 
in order ib oblige thcrii thereto, airecfled 
fuch a Proceeding as; might compel them^ 
as appears by the Minutes of that Day, 
hereunto annek'd. All which Will, I 
hope, be allow'd to have been one uni^ 
form Proceeding tending to the fame End* 
And that aH this was done before I could 
poffibly have the leaft Notice of any 
Complaint agairtft Me, or had any Su- 
fpieiort of it. Whoever, I fay^ con- 
fiders thefe Circumftahces, and obferves 
in the Report, that Mr. BenJiJh had the 
Encouragement of a Noli Profequi ,• and 
that his Examination was taken at feveral 
Times, eaeh Affidavit concluding, W 
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farther this Deponent faith not j and all 
ex parte^ without any Opportunity given 
me to crofs-examine him, and that he 
has thereby retain d the reft of the Money 
in Iiis own Hands } I am fixUy fatisfy'd 
will not think it neceflary for me to 
enter into every Particular of his Ai5- 
davits; efpecially fince this Matter has 
already pafs'd the Exaniination of Mini- 
fters, whom their very Enemies cannot 
fuiped: of having been partial in my Fa- 
vour. 

I forbear now, for Condderations ob- 
vious to the Reader, to enter upon that 
Scene of Hardihip I underwent, or to 
complain of the Variety of Affronts and 
Indignities put upon me by the ^tn thjsn 
exalted in Power. 

4fperius nihil eft humili cum furgit in altum. 

Nor is it to be accounted for, how fame 
FerfonSf who had received many Civili- 
ties from Me, and with whom I never had 
any perfonal Difference, could be capa- 
ble of joining in fo uiiworthy and inhu- 
mane a Treatment, otherwife than that it 
has been long evident, thefe Men and 
too many others in the Country, have 
fuffcr d themfelves to be led, or rather 
driven into all their unaccountable Mca- 

fiires. 
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furbSy by a Mah of infatiable Avarice and 
Ambition, and of the moft revengeful and 
in^Iacable Temper j whofe Views have 
bith long fix d upon procuring that Station 
for himfclf, which he has been many Years 
oppofing, and endeavouring by the vileft 
AASy to bring to Negledt and Contempt ; 
a Method as vain and fruitlefs, as to ex* 
pc£t to wipe Mt the Stains of his own 
S^ifehy malicious Calumnies on other Men. 
ffowever, though he has declared his 
Oppofition xx> mc was merely Perfo- 
it/i i for which I kno^ of no Occafion I 
levier gave him, unlefs he has efteem'd it 
oner, chat I couI4 not enter into a Con- 
fidence with filch a Man j I hearti- 
ly fotgive hlm^ and wi(h, all other In- 
juries^ may be forgiven him i And I will 
venture farther, to give him this Piece 
of Advice, not to truft to Suhfcriftion^ 
-Monfy ztij more; but to depend that 
his ading f(* the future, if he muft 
be ading, with his Majefty's Cover- 
nours, in carrying on the Publick Af- 
fairs for His Majefty's Honour, and the 
true Intereft of his Country, will more 
probably tend (if paft Deeds of the 
deepeft Die can ever be forgot) to the 
gratifying his ambitious Hopes, than his 
ob(b?u<^ing thofe Meafures. And fo much 
I have thought My felf oblig'd to fay. 
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hot out of any ferfonal Regard^ but 
to point out the true Source of all 
the * unhappy Differences in the Coun- 
try ^ and to unriddle the Myftcry of the 
late Proceedings againft me, which I be- 
lieve have been the moft Extraordinary of 
the Kind, that ever happen'd to a Per- 
Ibn of my Character and Station in any 
of His Majefty's Colonies. 

But to conclude ; if inftead of what is 
charg d by thefe Articles, it Ihall now 
appear, that I have not only not encou- 
raged Piracy, but have had a due regard 
to His Majefty's Honour, and the Duty 
of ray Office during my Adminiihration; 
and in refpeiSfc to the Robberies com- 
mitted, have .done every thing iti my 
Power, as a juft Governour and ao ho- 
neft Man, to detect Offenders,, and by 
the moft prudent and pra<Sticable Mea- 
fures, to obtain ReftitiKion to the In- 
jur d on both Sides ; and that My own 
particular Concern in any Vcflel, did 
but the more determine me to that End; 
I hope, in the Opinion of the World 
^as well as that of His facred Majefty, 
after having been fully inform'<i ) I (hall 
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not only now appear innocent of that 
Charge, and not cb have deferved die 
hard Ufage which was the Conlequenca 
of it ; but likcwifc, that my Informers 
and Profecutors have highly- merited His 
Majefty s juil Refentment, which they 
have brought upon chemlelves. 
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Jamaica (C. 

His Excellency the Lor J Archibald 
Hamilton, Captain General, and 
Governor in Chief , in and over His Majc 
flys I/lau J of Jziaaiczy and the Territories 
thereon depending., in America^ Gbotfcel- 
hr ani Vice- Admiral of the fame* 

1o Captain Jonathan Barnet, Commander tf 
irie Snow-Tygcr,' Grtetix^. 

HEREAS fincf the Proclama- 
lion of iIm Peace, lately con- 
cluded' between die Crown of 
Great'Britaln, and the Crowns 
of France and Sfain, feveral Sri- 
tijh Ships, and other Veffels 
have been taken by Pirates, and 
frequentDepredationshave been, 
and are by them daily made 
and committed upon the Subjeds of Great-Britain, ■ 
on the Hi^ Seas in ifae (feji^lndiei j whereby the- 
Kavigation to and from this Ifland, isrendredex- 
(reamly dangerous and unfafe. And whereas, for 
preventing of fuch Mifchiefs for the ftirnre, n hk*' 
hc^n adjudgsd neceflary, b^fides tils Maiefty's Ships 
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of Wari to fit out and Commifllon other private 
Men of War. And whereas you Captain Jonathm 
Barnet, have to that End freely offered your felf and 
the SnoW'Tjger, whereof you are Commander, to 
A£t againft the Pirates, wherewith thefe Seas are ac 
prefent infefted, in His Majefty's Service. 

Now know ye, that by Virtue, and in purfuance 
of the Powers and Authorities to me granted by 
HisMajejQby, I repofing efpecialTruftand Confidence 
in your Loyalty, Courage and Capacity, have by this 
Comthiffion, which is to remain in Force for the 
Space of fix Months from the Date hereof, and no 
longer, authorized and appointed, and hereby do au« 
thorize and appoint you the faid Jonathan Bamet^ to 
be Commander of the (aid Snow-Tyger^ fitted out ac 
the Charges of your felf and Owners in a Warlike. 
manner, therewith by Force of Arms to feize, take 
and apprehend all Piratical Ships and VefTeis, with 
their Commanders, Officers, Crew and Ladings; 
and in general to commit, do and execute all man* 
ner of Ads of Hoftilities whatfbever, againft fuch 
Ships or VefTeis, their Commanders, Officers and 
Crew, according to the Law of Arms, and the Cu- 
ftoms of Nations ; and I do hereby Command all 
Officers, Mariners and Soldiers in the faid Snow^ 
7>^, to be Obedient to you in all Things, as their 
Commander. And you are to obferve ill fuch Or- 
ders and Inftrudions, as are herewith delivered un« 
to you, or you (hall hereafter receive from His Ma- 
jefty, niy felf, or other your fuperior Officers. Given- 
under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at St. Jago de la 
Vega^ the 14th Day of November^ in the Second Year 
of His Majefty's Reign, Annof^ Domini, 1715- 



A, HAMILTON. 



Bj his Excellency s Command, 
WlLI-CpCKBURU, 



E iV ^^C^v 
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Jamaica ill 

His Escelleney the Jjord Archibald 
Hamilton, Captain General^ and 
Governor in Chief, in and over His Maje^ 
fiyslflandof ]zm^ica, and the Territories 
thereon depending, in America, Chajtcel^ 
lor and Fige-Admiral of the fhni^l 

JufiruBions fot Captain Jonathan Bab. net. 
Commander of the Snow-Tyger, which aire to 
remain in Force fi^ Months^ no longer. 

1 . V O U arc according to your Cptnmiflion tq 
^ commity do and execute all manner of kSts 
of Hoftility again^ Pirf^tcs, a(:cording to the Law of 
Arms. 

2. That ypu dp not on any Pretence, commit any 
Adts of Hoftility, Depredation, or other Injuries or 
Trefpafles wb^tfoever, on any of His Majefty's AU 
lies. Neuters, Friepds or Subjed^s, but thai; in all 
Things you fuc^our and relieve tbeni according tq 
ypur Capacity. 

3. That you bring intp ypur CJomtniflion-Pprt all 
fpch Pirate or Pirates as you {hall take, tfiere to be 
proceeded ^gainft according to L^w« 

4. That you. keep a fair Journal Pf all your Pro*' 
ccedings ; an^ on your Arrival, you deliver to His 
]^laje(ty's Captain General, or Commander in Chief 
for the Time being, a f^ir T^^anfcript or Copy there* 

pf, ' • ' " 

5. That under Colour of your Connniffion, you 
4o not f a^ry pf this Jiland ^y Perfoa c^ Perfops; 
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DOtorloufly indebted, either Planter, Mercbanti or 
others ; but that you take Care to inform yonr felf 
srigbi of eacb and every your Men's Conditions and 
Circumftances, and bring them all back again with 
you (Death and Danger of the Seas eycept^} and 
that before you fei Sail from the Harbour of.Forf- 
fiojr^/, you deliver to ibe Chief OdiceC' of* tha 
Cuftoms of that Port, an exad Lift of Z*^! yout 
Men, belonging to your faid Stuw-T/£er, containing 
tbeir Names, Ages, and Defcrlptioo of tHeir Per- 
fons. '.^y 

6. You are berpby reqmr*^ 
to wear no oth^r Jack, than 
tbftC worn by His Majetty's 
Ships, with a Diftiniflioa of 
a white pfcutchpoD in tbe 
middle thereof, ap^onlip^ to 
the Sample hern^nco aitney d. ^ 

Of all which Inftrudioni 
you are to take due Notice, 
and pay Qbedieijce thereunto,*. 
Given under my Hand « Si. 
J4ga dt U Vega, the 24th of 

Ar Hamilton: 
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IT NO W all Men by thefc Prcfents, that we JonaZ 
*^ tbaii Barmty Cotnmandcr of the Snovp^Tyger, 
M^ems Galdjff and Daniel Axfell, of the Pariih of 
f0rt'l(pyal, Efqrs. are held^ and firmly bound unto' 
his moft Excellent Majefty GE0F(^G'E, of Gredt-. 
Britain, France and IrelanJy King, C^c. of Jamaica 
Lord, Defender of the Faith, (Sc. in the Sum of one 
tboufand five hundred Pounds, current Money of 
this Ifland, d> be paid unto his (aid Maje^, his 
^elrs or SuccefTors ; to whic^ Payment wdl and 
truly to be made, we bind our felves, and every of 
ms, our and every of our Heins, Executors a^d Ad« 
iptniftrators, jointly and feverally, firmly by thefe 
Prefents, fealed and dated the 24th Day of Nifvem^ 
ter, in the Second Year of His Majefty *s Reign, 
"jtnnofi Domini, 17 15. 

The Condition X)f this Obligation is fuch, That 
whereas the acbove bounden Jonathan Bamet hath 
obtained a Commiifion, bearing equal Date with 
thefe Prefentf, from his Excellency the Lord Archie 
(fald Hamilton, Captain-General, and Governor in 
Chief of this Ifland, and other the Territories there- 
pn depending, Chancellor and Vice* Admiral of the 
fame, for a private Man of War, againft Pirates, 
for the Snovp'Tj/ger, Burthen * • • : Tuns, or 
thereabouts, mounted with * • • • Guns, and 
navigated by • • ' * Men ; and that the fame is 
fitted out at the Cods and Charges of himfelf and 
Owners : If therefore the faid Jonathan Barnet fhall 
well and. truly preferve the Leagues of His Majefty 
with his feveral Allies, Neuters and Friends, accor* 
ding to the feveral Treaties and Capitulations ; and 
jiJfo ufe his utmoft Endeavours to tkke, burn, fink, 

and 
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and otherwise deftroy all fuch Pirate or Plratesj^ as 
be may meet with ; and to bring into his Commif- 
iSon-Port fuch Pirate or Pirates as he jQiall feize or 
take, there to be proceeded againft according to Law $ 
and (hall not carry any Mad ofF this Iflatld, but Sea- 
faring Men, in his faid Snow-lijiger ; and alfo perform 
and obferve the Inftrudions given him with the faid 
Commifllion; then this Obligation to be void, othfir« 
wife to remain in full Force and Virtue, 



Sealed and delivered in 

the Prefence of us, 
Pniliam Cockpum, 
Thomas Hsrner. 



Jonathan Bamet^ 
Lewis Galdy^ 
Danitl AxtiL 
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Minutes of Council of Jamaica, the ^(h of 

February, iyif^i6. 



«, 



PRESENT 

_ « • 

His Excellency Lord Archibald Hamilton^ 

Captain General. 



'Veter Hej^ood^ 

y^hu Stewart, >Efqrs. 

JcbnPecl^ \ \ John Sadler. 

Valentine Mttmhee, 



Thomas Bernard, 

James Archbould^^h^^* 



XJIS Excellency and the Council caking into their 
■*"** Confideration the Letter to his Excellency from 
the Governour of the Havanna, the ExtraA of a 
Junto of the Council of Commerce ^t the Havanna, 
and the Memorial of Captain Don Juan del Valle, 
Peputy of the &id Council of Conunerce of bis 
Catholick Majefty, and of the Flota, lately under 
the Command of Don Juan Efiebano de Vuillia, Kt. 
of the Order of St. James, in the Prefence of the 
faid Don Juan del Valle, in order to his Excellency's 
and the Council s better underftanding his Demands, 
whereby his Excellency, with the Advice of the 
Council^ may return fuch Anfwer to the faid Letter, 
Memorial, (§c. as is agreeable to Juftice ; 

Declare their utmoft Deteftation of the Hoftilities 
and Depredations faid to be committed by the Sub* 
jeds of the {Cing of Great^Britain, on the Subjeds 
of his Catholick Majefty, in Violation of the late 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce between their faid 
M^jefties. ^is Excellency and the ^oard conceive 

they 
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tbey have ndt given any juft Occoiion for charging 
his Britannick, Majefty s Government in this Ifland^ 
with the ieaft filxach of, or difregard to the (aid 
Treaties, concluded between their Britaimick^ and 
Catholick Majefties : On the contrary^ his ExceU 
lency and this Board bad an Opportunity .of giving 
an early Inftance of their Sincerity and Readinefs 
•ftridly to ohferve the fame, upon Occafion of a Com- 
plaint from Hifpaniola^ of a Defcent made on chat 
Ifland, juft after the Sufpenfion of Arms, and before 
the Knowledge of it to the Perfons making that De-» 
•fceoc, . who carry*d off feveral Negroej^ a Quantity of 
Indigo, and other Things of a confiderable Value ^ 
idt all which his Excellency cauied full Satisfa(9:ioii 
to be rendred to the Parties aggrlev'd in two Days af* 
ter he had Notice. thereo£ 

And his Excellency was very much furpriz'd, when 
xipon a like Application fome little Time after to the 
feveral Governments of Cuba^ for Satisfadlion, in 
behalf of one of his Britannick^ Majefty s Subjedts on 
the North-fide of this Iftand, who was robb'd and 
plunder'd by the Subjeds of his Catholick Majefty^ 
and no Satisfa^ion could be obtained ; which cannot 
be unknown to the prefent Governor of the Havdrma, 
the Perfon aggrieved having Perfonally attended the 
(aid Governor at the Havanna, with Letters from his 
Excellency on that Subject* 

So that the Spaniards being the firft AggrefTori, his 
Excellency and the Council think they (hould be the 
fiift to give Satisfadion, at Ieaft tbey conceive it 
highly reafonable that the Satisfadion to be made 
Inould be. Reciprocal. 

' That 'a$ to fuch part of the Flora Ship-wreck'd on 
the Co^ft of Florida, as remain'd in the Poflef}ion o£ 
the Sttbjeds of his moft Catholick Majefty, of 
which . it is pretended they were difpoflefs'd ; it is 
the Opinion of his Excellency and the Council, that 
the DifpofrefTors are Robbers, and ought to be treated 
2VS fuch ; but conceive fuch part of the faid Flota, if 
tay, lying Derelid, f^rom which the Subjeds of his 
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t^attpli'ck Majefty were not drove and forced out of 
Pofleffion, beloBged to the firft Occupant. 

That they could* no ways admit, that the Bahama 
Iflands were pan of the Dominions of the King of 
Spaifiy but Iook<l upon the Gime to be his Britamick^ 
Majefty's, and had for a Ibng time paft been in the 
Poffeflion of his Subjects, 

That his Excellency and the Board are of Opi- 
nion, that Reftitution ought to be made to the Snh^ 
jeds of bis Cathoiick Majefty, for their Lpfles fui- 
ftain*d, by Hoftilities committed on them by. the 
Subjeds of his Britannicl{ Majefty, fince the firft Stai^ 
penfion of Arms. 

But his Excellency and the Board offer'd to tbifc 
Coniideration of the faid Dm ^uan del VaUcy whether 
the profecuting the OfRoers and Mariners, belong«- 
ing to the two Veflels complain'd of, or ifluing fuch 
Proclamation, as is deiired in. the iaid Memorial^ 
may not probably deter others that are ftill out, and 
may have been upon the Wrecks, from returning to 
this Ifland, and be a means of putting them upon 
defperate Attempts of more pernicious Confequence 
to the Crown of Spain ; and whether the deferring 
Profecution until the return of all or moft part et 
the VelTels, fufpeded to have committed any unlaw- 
fill Ad, may not upon that Account be moft advife- 
able $ but afTured him at the fame time, he was at 
Liberty to take fuch Meafures againft the Subjects 
ef his Britannick^ Majefty in this Ifland, for the Sa- 
tisfadHon of the King of Spain and his Subjeds, for 
all Hoftilities committed on them, as by the Laws <k 
Great-Britain and this Ifland are prefcribed. 

Upon the whole, the faid Dm Juan del Valle de- 
clin'd infifting on any Criminal Profecution, alledg- 
ing, that in Cafe of fuch Confequences happening, 
as might juftly be feard, the Slame thereof might 
be imputed to him. -^ 

And further defircd, in regard to the Amity and 
Friendfliip. between, their Cathoiick zniBritanniel^ 
14ajefties, his Excellency and the Council wou'd take 

fuch 
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fuch Meafures for the Satisfadlon of Kis CatbolicS 
Majefty and his Subje&s, in the Premifes, as to them 
fhould feem moft juft and reafonable ; and as to thi( 
Refticution for the Damages his Brifannic( Majefty *s 
Subjeds have faftainod, ftojA I^ftiliues. committed 
by the Subjeds of bis moft Catiiblick Majefty, he 
knew no other way but by applying to the Court of 
Sfaln. 

It is therefore the humble Opinion and Advice of 
this Board, that Jiis. Excellency jbe pleas'^ to return 
fuch Anfwer xql the Governor of the Hnnnumas Let* 
ter, and Reprefe&c^ion of the Council oif Commerce^ 
as hi& EzceU^acy : fhali think adviieable on (befe 
Heads. 

^ And the Board at the fame un:)e hucobly defir*d 
£is Excellency, that.J^e would dtak^ the moft preC- 
£nglnftaaces, ibatSatisfa&ion bc^qiadeto his IN- 
$€idrick, Majefty. s Subjeds, for the Damages by them 
fuftaiised, from. Hoftilities committed by tbe Sulv- 
jeds of the Kijig of SftUn^ at a moderate Compute* 
cbn, amounting at leaft to Two hundred thoufand 
Pieces of Eight, with the Afluraoces of the Conti- 
nuance of our iKomft Endavours, for rendring as far 
as in us lies, ample and impartial Juftice upoa all 
Occafions to the Sfanijh Nation. 



A. Hamilton; 



r 

S. Page, Secretary. 
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By Ms E9fc€lklt(y the Govertiofi 
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TIT'HEREAS fincfc the l^iWlamitioft of the 
- •^ ' Peace, lately concluded bctilveen the Crovyns 
-of Great^BrhniH and Sfain^ fevieral Ads of Hoftl- 
lity, Depredation and Piracies, have by Sfani/h Vefc 
fels been cotnmitted and made upon the Sobjedt 
'cf Gredi^BritaiH^ On the High Seas in the P*5p^^»- 
-^ies, whereby the NavigatioiV* to and from this Ifland^ 
4ia5 been fendred ejctreamly daiige#puS and uneafy. 
lAnd whereas, upon the Application of feveral Mer^* 
xhants and Traders, Inhabitants of this Ifland, for 
•the Prevention of fuch Mifchiefs, it was thought 
ncceflary, befides His Majefty's Ships of War, to 
Commiflion other private Men of War, in order t6 
the fupprefTing fuch Pirates and Sea-Rovers, Com^^ 
miflions were accordingly granted for the feizing, 
taking and apprehending all Piratical Ships and Ve& 
fels, with their Commanders, Officers, Crew and 
Ladings, and in general to commit, do and execute 
all manner of Ads of Hoftilities againft fuch Ships 
and Velfels, their Commanders, Officers and Crew, 
according to the Law of Arms, and the Cuftoin of 
Nations ; (ince the granting which Commii&ons, ma- 
ny Complaints have been made of Piracies on the 
High Seas, and ocher Depredations committed both 
en the Subjects of the Crown of France^ and the 
Subjedis ot the Crown of Spain, as well by fome 
Veflels fo commiffion*d, as by other Veffels belong- 
ing to this Ifland not having any Commiffion, con- 
trary to,' and in manifeft Breach of the Inftrudtions^ 
together with their rcfpedive Commiffions delivered 
to the Commanders of fuch commiffioned Veflels. 

And 
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And whereas the Intention of granting fuch Com^ 
ihiffions has been notorioufly perverted, there being, 
too juft Reafon to appi-ehend, that feveral Adls of 
Piracy and Depredations have been committed, as 
well by fome of the VelTels fo commiflioned, as by 
other Veffels failing due of this Illand without any 
Commifliort. 

To the intent therefore, that an inimediate Stop 
may be put to fuch deftrud:ive piratical and illegal 
Proceedings^ I have thought fit, by and vt^ith the 
Advice of the Council^ to iffue this Proclamation, 
ftridly commanding and requiring ail Commanders 
of Veffels, commiifioned as afofefaid, upon their Al- 
legiance, forthwith to return with ihfeir refpedtive 
Veffels to th6 Harbour of Port-B^yal^ in this Ifland^ 
together with fuch Vcffel^ and Effedls as have been 
by them, or any of them feized or taken, by Virtue 
or under Colour of fuch Commillions, to the intent 
that fuch Proceedings may be thereon had, as fliall 
be agreeable to Law and Juftice. Given at St. Jtiga 
de U Fcgrt, the 24th of Aprils 17 16. In T^ftimony 
whereof, I have caufed the Great Seal of this liland 
to be hereunto affixed. 

A.Hamiltoni 
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By his Excellency the Governor j 
A Proclamation. 

I , . ; . ■ ■ . 

^VU' H E R E A S it has been reprefehted to me. by 

,^ a Memorial delivered by Don Juan del VaSe^ 
ftiling hlmlelf Deputy of, and of the Couqcil of 
Commerce of his Catholick Majefty the Ring of 
Spain f that divers of theSubjeAs of his Britannic^. 

« Majefty belonging to this Ifland, had in a warlike 
Manner committed Hoftilities upon the SubjeAs of 
his (aid Catholick Majefty, and had forcibly taken 
from them Goods and Money to a conliderable Va- 
lue, in Breach, as it is ailed g^d, of the Treaties of 

* Peace and Commerce, concluded between their faid 
Britannicl^and Catholick Majefties. And whereas it 

>is alfo alledg'd, that divers of his (sad BriNtnnicli 
Majefty's Subjeds are failed out of the Ports and 
Harbours of this Ifland, with intent to Dive and Fifti 
upon the Flota, lately cpmmanded by Don Juan de 
VuUin\ Knight of the Order of St- James, ftranded 
or caft on Shoar upon part of the Dominions of his 
faid Catholick Majefty, but ftill remaining, as is fet 
forth, in the actual Poffeffion of the Subjects of his 
laid Carholick Majefty, endeavouring to recover 
rheir EifevSs. And whereas, notwithftanding many 
fruitlefs Complaints and Applications have been made 
by the Subjecks of his BriMww/ci^ Majefty, to divers 
of the Governments of his Catholick Majefty in 
thefc Parts, for Reparation of many AAs or Hofti- 
lity, committed by the Subjects of his Catholick 

^ Majefty, upon the Siil jeds of his Britannkk^ Ma- 
cfty, not on ly upon the High Seas, but even by 
Landing lipon this his Majefty's Ifland, and robbing 
the Inhabitants thereof (ince the Ceflation of Arms, 

agreed 
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agreed upon between their faid Majefties, for which 
no SacisfadlLon has been obtained. Being nevercbe^ 
lefs delirotts, and fully refolv'd, agreeable to th« 
Commands of his Britannick,M^}eAy my Matter, a^ 
far as is in my Power, to caufe the faid'Treaties of 
Peace and Commerce inviolably to be obferved by 
all his faid Majefty s Subjects under my Governmenti 
atid^ having aheady given Proof of my Sincerity 
herein, by cailfing an exad Reftirucion to be made; 
for Hoftilities and Depredations that were commit- 
ted by Veffels belonging to this Ifland, upon fome 
of the Inhabitants of Hifjpaniola, after the CefTatior^ 
of Arm?, tho* His Majefty *s Subjedis have not been 
able hitherto to obtain equal Juftice in Cafes of like 
Nature ; for Redrefs whereof I have already, and 
[hall continue to make Application to His Majefty, 
from whofe Interpofitipn -with his CathoUck Majefty 
it is not to be doubted they will find Relief. Upon 
full Confideratibn of the Premifes, I have thought 
fit, by and with the Advice of His Majefty's Coun- 
cil of this Ifland, to publifh this Proclamation, here- 
by ftridkly charging and commanding all and every 
his faid Majefty *s good and loving Subjeds, under 
or belonging to my Government, upon pain of their 
Allegiance, not to moleft or difturb any of the Sub- 
jects of his faid Catholick Majefty, who remain in 
Pbfleffion of any of the Ships, or Effeils belonging 
to the plota alpovementioned, and ftranded or calt 
oh Shoir on any Part of his faid Catholick Majefty's 
DbmlnFon^, nor to hinder them in ariy manner frbmi 
indeivourlng to t'^cbver their EfFedts ; hereby like- 
Wife inhibiting' all ahd every the Subjects bf his faid 
Brlranmcl^^MsLJetty,' to Dive or FIfli uporl any of the 
faid" Flora lb ftranded, during fuch time as the Pro- 

fVrietors of *any 6f 'the faid Veflefsi or an^ other by 
Hem' to that 'End employ *d, fli^U continue to WorJc 
tfiet-ednj and 'that hoiie may pretend ' Ignorance 
Kei-^in, or i'm'acine that to be lawKil, whidi is not 
a^reeabl6'id 'the taw of Nations in likeCaies, aft 
jus faid Majefty's loving Subjeds are heteby r^quit'd 

•F'i - to 
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to take Notice, that they do not prefume to Work," 
or Fifli on any Part of tb« faid Flota or Wrecks, 
until the fame be Derel'K^, and in no Cafe, until the 
Term of twelve Months and a Day, to commence 
from tlie Day that the faid Flota was fe flranded^ 
b^'caft on Shear as aforefaid, fhall be fully expired, 
las they fliall anfwer the contrary at their Perils* 
Given at St. Jngo de la Vega^ the Z5th of jifril, 1716. 
in the fecond Year of His Majefty's Reign. In Te- 
ftimony whereof, I have caus'd the Broad Seal of 
this liland to be hereunto affixed; 

A. IjAMJI-TONt 




Geni. 



N?. VII. 



May the z^thy 1 7 1 6. 



/^Onceiving it neceffary for His Majefty's Service,' 
^ and for the Security of Trade and Navigatioa 
in thefe Parts, rhat an cffedual Stop (hould be put 
to the illegal and violent Injuries and Hoftilities of 
late committed by fome of Hts Majefty's SubjcdVs of 
this Ifland, on the Subjeds of the King of Spain 5 
and being of Opinion, th^t the Seizing of the Sloop 
Bennef, and bringing her into fort, in order to an 
impartial and legal Ex^tpination of her Proceedings 
^nd doing Juftice to the Sp^ninrds^ would very much 
tend to that End, I have determined to endeavour 
rffeSing the fame ; and being fenfible how accepta* 
^i^ a Service this mu|t be (o the South^Sca ^nd AJft^ 
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ento Companies, by re-eftablifliing a Confidence be* 
twixt His Majefty's SubjeAs and tho(e of that Nati* 
on, I doubt not of your Affiftance herein, as you are 
Fadojrs to that Company, and without which, in 
the Condition His Majefty's Revenue is now in, and 
the Ifland without a Guard of His Majefty's Ships, 
it is impoifible for me to undertake a Deiiga of (bis 
Nature. 

My Requeft to you therefore is^ that you furniOi 
your BrigantLne with Twenty Seamen, fuch as may 
oe trufted, to whom I will add Fifty Soldiers, with 
Officers, who fhall be impower'd to bring in the 
faid Sloop ; 4nd that Ten Days or a Fortnight's Ptjp^ 
vifions be put on J^oztd, for the Number of Men 
mention'd, in order to put this Defign in Executioot 
the Succeis of which in great Meafure, depends 4ip» 
on the Secrecy an4 DUpatch of it ; I muft therefore 
defire you will forthwith acquaint me whether you 
can comply with wb^t I have propos'd by Saturday 
or Sunday Morning at fartheft, and in the meaa 
Time, nothing on my part fliaU be wanting to ren« 
der it fuccefsful ; I have a good Opinion of Captain 
Fcrrel, and if you approve of him to command your 
Veflel on this Occafion, we need look no further. 

I have difcour$'d Mr. Attorney-General on this 
Subjecfb, to whom you may freely communicate 
your Thopghts. I ana C^c« 



To Mejf Morris and Praa;er^ 
at lyngfton. 



N^ vm. 
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May, the. 'i.$tht "Lyx^Si^ 

May it pleafe Your Excellency, 

"VOUR Lordfhip's Letter came to onr Hands^ 
* late lafr Night i your Intentions for fuppfeffinj^ 
the Hoftilities and. Depredations committed of iate^ 
is dpubtlefs highly juft- apd hbnourable, and as fpt 
tbe^ Brigantine, George Auhijius^ (he's inrirely ^t 
Your Lordfliip's Service ; but we muft apprize you, 
file's at prefent unrig*d, and has no White Man, 
fave the Mafter, belongiij^ to her. We hunibly beg 
Leave to rebreftnt fanhef'to Vour Lordfhip, that If 
the Number of Seamen you defire, could ht procu- 
red, which at this Time we do no^ know where' td 
find, and leaft of all, fwch as may be trufted^ the 
fitting out of tljis. Yeffel would rn^mcdi^tcly fc< fufpe- 
ded, and as there 'is fo many of bur' Tdwnfmten? 
concern*d in the fi^wTief, Notice w6uld be giVe4 h^r, 
grounded only oh Sufpicion, and you' might reafort- 
ably fuppofe, flie \Yould be dire(^ed immediately 'to 
jmt to Sea. 

The- Matter of a Canoo that ctime in Yefterday, 
fays he pafs'd by the Sloop Bennet, at an Anchor to 
Lewurd of firack^lijjf, that there appear'd to be a 
great many Mea oa BQa^c^ her ; fo that unlefs in 
Your Lordfliip's Judgment, * it (hould be thought 
feafible that fomething may be ipahag'd by Way of 
Surprize, by fending a Numjber of Soldiers by any 
Sloop, to appear in the Nature of a Trader, or Su- 
gar-drogar, and lay them on Board unexpectedly, 
all other Means at this Time will (in our Thoughts) 
\>p inf ffedlual, and even this if it cannot be managed 
with the utmoft Secrecy and Difpatch. We have 
communicated as much to Colpnel Brodrick^ who 
went this Morning on Bufinefs to Fort-S^jal^ there- 
fore 
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fore wc fend this Meflenger on pfirpofei with this 
our Letter, which favours us with the Opponunity 
of tendring Your Excellency that profound Duty 
and Refped, with which we'alre,' &€• 

S. Morris and Prattcr. 






'^ e^>o eoeooe 6oa Soeooecoo W 



N^ IX. 



M^ the tsth^ tji6. 



Gent. 



?T Ani forry you find Difficulties itt procuring the 
■"•Seamen neceflary for i^x^cuting the Defign I pro- 
pos'd ; what you offer in Relation to a S.ngar-drogar, 

: I conceive will be altogether ineffedtial ; however, I 
(hall continue to give Demonftrations o^doing erery 

* thing in my Power, towards difcouraging and pre- 
venting the Dif6i*dcrs fo juftly ^complain*d of,' t 

. Td i^f//^. Morris and Prattcn 
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N^X. 



At a Council held at St. Jagd de la Vega, 
the ^th of June, 1 7 1 6. 

Present 

His Exccllcricy the Lord Archibald Ha- 
milton, Captain- General, C^^. 



Francis Ssfi» 

John Stev^artf^ECqts. 

John Peek?, 



Ifjchard Kjgbj^, "^ 
Thonias Bernard, >E(qrs. 
William Brod€ricl{,) 



tJiS Excellency acquainted the Board, that h6 
-*-•*• had order'd the Owners of the Sloop Seftneti 
con:imanded by Captain Francis Fernando, to attend 
this Day, that Sloop having been fome time finte 
commiflion'd, with fome others, for fupprefliag of 
Piiates, by whom the Ifland is and of late has been 
fo much infefted : However, he was ferifible a wrong 
Ufc had been made of lome of thofe Commiilions, 
and particularly by Fernando, whom he had good 
Reafon to believe had exceeded his CommifTion, and 
violated his Inftrudlions, by his Condud and Prp- 
ceeding in the Capture of the Sloop K^fington, for- 
merly belonging to fome j^erchants of this Ifland ; 
and that the Board was not altogether unacquainted 
with this Affair, having laid before them the Com- 
plaint of the Governor of the Havanna, and tlie Re- 
prefentation of the Council of Cpmmerce at thac 
City upon it ; and Don Juan del Valle, who folicites 
ir, having been feveral times before the Board j and 
that they knew what Steps had been made upon his 
preffmg Inftances: That he was perfwadcd when they 
were made acquainted with every Circumftance of 
his Proceedings in th^t Matter, and that nothing 

had 



h^d t3^en kept from them, they would agree with 
him, tnac chat Gencletiiah had contributed in great 
Meafure to the rendering the Satisfadlion and Refti*^ 
tutioq he deqi^ndefl impratfticali^Ie. 

His Excellency own'd, be hacl the Misfortune to 
be himfelf interefted in the Slqofi Bcnnef ; but what- 
ever Diradvantage and Lbfs he might faftain there^^ 
by, he all along intended, and hop'd to make it ap- 
pear, that it was no unlucky Circumftance to the 
right Owners and Proprietors of the Sfani/h Cargo, 
taken in the SIopp K^nfmgton. With this Refolution, 
•and upon this (Principle, he reprefented frequently 
to Don Juan cp confider, that rigorous Meafures at 
that Time was^not the iikelieft to obtain what he 
defired. That the Shell was only in his Power, 
{ gleaning the Sloop Ks^fi^i^on) the Subftance being 
^removed into the other ; that he thought it for the 
Service of ibe Sfanijh Nation, to difguife in fome 
Meafure his Reientment of the Irregularities con), 
mitted by our People, that it might not deter them 
from returning to this Ifland. That tho' they were 
fiot the firft Aggreflbrs, yet he was far from counte* 
nancing the making of Reprizals ; that he intended 
to have feiz'd Ftmando's Sloop, with all the Effedls 
upon her Arrival; but that the Meafures Don Juan 
.|)ropored would (he was afraid) deter Fernando 
from coming into Port, ai^ that Don Juan feem'd at 
that time to agree to his Reafoning. What the 
Motives have been, that has Induced Don Juan to 
change hi^ Sentiments, andjprefs for the iffuing Pro- 
clamatioQ$^ he could not inform them ; but faid the 
]Bvent had now fhewn, that be vyas not much out io 
^is Judgment. 

That as foon as he perceived that Fernanda di4 
not intend to come into Port, he took Meafures for 

fsttinj into his Hands the Money that was called his 
art. And what that was would aj^pear bv Mr. Benr 
di/h's Letter and Receipt, which his Excellency pro- 
duc'd, and defir'd might be entred on the Miuutes, 
and is as follows. 

G Kingfton; 



Kingfton, 31 May, 171 6, 
My Lord, 

7n Obedience to your Excellency s Command, I have 
»* this Day deliver d to Mr. Cockburn five Bags of SiU 
ver, for which he has given a B^ceift in the JVotds^ af 
pnder-wittcn. 

I am. 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency's moft Faithful Servani:^ 

71 Bendijh. 

Receiv'd the 31ft of May 17 16. of Mr. Bendijh, 

by Diredllon of his Excellency the Lord Archibald 
Hamilton, five Bags of Silver, weighing as follows, 

I - - - 1 Bag with 120 /, Troy Weight, 12 Ounces 

10 the Pound. 
2, - — I dittOf - - - 100 - - - ditto, 

3 - • - I ditto, ---100--- ditto* 

4 - - - 1 ditto, 79 I Ou. ditto. 

5 - - - I ditto, - - . 69 4; with a Sow of Silver, 

468 5i 



In all four Hundred fixty eight Pounds five Ounces 
and half 9 befides the Bags, which weigb'd eight 
Pounds five Ounces 5 which Silver and Bags by tl^c 
Jitill Yards, weigh'd four Hundred and fixtcen Poinds 
Crofs. I fay receiv'd, 

William Cockbur^vt. 

Jhis is 4 me Copy, 

m 



His Excellency then afTur'd the Board, that that 
was aU that had come to his Hand, and nbtwith- 
ftanding the Condemnation in the Court of Admi* 
ralty, in favour of the Captors, he very much doubt*- 
ed his Right or Tide to any Part of it ; and there- 
fore he made a De^ofit of that Money, and fhould 
be anfwerable for it, when the Property ihouid h^ 
derermin'd by a legal and impartial Proceeding. 

The Board unanimoufly returned their humble 
Thanks to his Excellency, for his juft and prudent 
Management in this Affair, and were of Opinion, 
h^id Don Juan taken more prudent Meafures, his 
Lordfliip might have had an Opportunity of fecuring 
more of thefe EfTeds, and thereby have been able 
to render fuller Satisfa(Stion. 

The Board were likewife of Opinion, that the 
feveral Owners gf the Sloop Bcnnet fhould either 
depoiit the Money and ESc&s that has conie to their 
Hands of the Cargo of the Sloop Ksffingtony or elfe 
give unqueftionable Security to be accountable for 
the fame, when thereunto lawfully requir'd. 

Then the Owners of the Sloop Berniet were call'd 
in, and his Excellency acquainted them that he had 
fufficient Reafon to believe Fernando had exceeded 
his Conuniffion, and had broke through his Inftru- 
colons, and had not paid due Obedience and Regard 
to His Majefty's Proclamation, calling in all fuch 
commiflion d VefTels ; that he did not mention thefe 
Things, as thinking they were Chargeable with 
them, but that they certainly were accountable for 
whatever EiFeds had come to their Hands. That 
he had laid before the Board what had come into 
his, as one interefted in that Veilel ; that notwith- 
ftanding the late Sentence of the Court of Admi- 
ralty, in favour, of the Captoi^, he very much 
doubted his Right to any Part thereof. That he 
hoped their Intentions were equally fair and juft, 
and that they would chearfully and readily follow 
the Example he had fet them, either by depofiting 
vvh4c has come to their Hands, or at leaft by giving 
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b'sgosftloiuiblc Secaricy, to be aeanauhle for wliat 
hai come to their Hands, whsii tharcuato Jawfutly 
requir'd. To which they anlwer'd, that they'd give 
Security, at his ExGcUeocy delir'd. 

And they were ihereupon otder'd lo attend Mr.' 
Chtefjuftice with fufficieat Security, at fait Houfs in 
Sfanijh Town, on Tburjddji tba lift loftani. Aad 
Mr. Chief Jufticc wu ij^Td to t»kt their Security 
accordingly. 



FINIS. 




I 




